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Warmest greetings to all
the alumni of CPUT.
In this edition of Alumni Connect,
we bring you news of fellow alumni
who are making waves in their
professions, from Cape Town to
Hollywood, via Tanzania.
We showcase ways in which
you can give back to your Alma
Mater, through joining our Alumni
Motivational Talks programme,
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hosting CPUT interns at your
workplace, or simply swiping your
My School card.

We also have news of
transformation initiatives on
campus, and the restoration of
land situated east of the Cape
Town campus back to its original
owners, the District Six community.
Please diarise the upcoming
Alumni Association AGM on the

26th July and
save the date
for our first
ever Alumni
Golf Day in
November.

Lastly, we’re
thrilled to
offer you, our
valued alumni, a truly wonderful
special offer. Keep reading to find
out more!

for Alumni

All the best,
Jan (Editor), Val and Francois
(Alumni Officers)
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AS A VALUED GRADUATE OF CPUT, WE INVITE YOU TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER - A 20% DISCOUNT ON ACCOMMODATION, MEALS AND
CONFERENCING AT BEST WESTERN CAPE SUITES HOTEL.
Nestled beneath Table Mountain, just opposite our
Cape Town campus and with easy access to the
city center, V&A Waterfront and major attractions
in and around the city, Best Western Cape Suites
Hotel offers a restaurant, swimming pools, a bar/
lounge, free Wi-Fi, a conference center with audiovisual equipment, airport shuttle, free parking and
dry-cleaning and laundry facilities.

The CPUT Alumni office wishes you and your family
a great stay in the Mother City with your exclusive
discount at Best Western Cape Suites Hotel.

For more information visit
www.capesuites.co.za
or call hotel reservations at
021 461 0727.

Simply quote the code CPUT 8830 when making a booking to qualify for the 20% discount.
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021 460 3387
sebolak@cput.ac.za
MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS
OFFICER
Jan Weintrob
021 460 3514
weintrobj@cput.ac.za
DONOR AND DATABASE OFFICER
Juby Govender
021 460 3951
govenderj@cput.ac.za

EDITION 2 2014

c onnect

VC’s message to Alumni
no greater way we can
serve our students than
by pledging support to
the CPUT Bursary Fund.
There is no amount too small to
help those who are struggling to
fund their education. For less than
two rand per day, we can create
many more opportunities for our
academically deserving students.
Pledges can be made through
a secure debit order payment
system, by credit card or
electronic funds transfer (EFT).
I’ve already signed up and would
love to see more alumni doing the
same.

Alumni of CPUT,
Since assuming
my duties as Vice
Chancellor, I’ve made
repeated mention of
the journey from good

to great this university
is making - one in
which we are all active
participants. Service
to our students and
community comes first at
CPUT and there is truly

DO

Simphiwe Ntlantsana is a
man on a mission.
Not only is he the founder and
Managing Director of Ntlantsana
Accountants and Auditors (Pty) Ltd,
but he’s a pro-active member of
our Alumni Association Executive.

The role that this played in his life
was immense, and Simphiwe is
determined to continue this legacy
by mentoring and investing in the
education of others.
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It only takes a few minutes to
fill out the form and scan, fax or
post back to the Advancement
Department. Pledge forms can

SANNAZTIAONF

HOSTING
CPUT
INTERNS

Human Resource specialist
Ms Hilary Ackerman mentored
Simphiwe while he was doing his
matric. Hilary not only mentored
him, but also funded Simphiwe’s
studies at CPUT.

To pledge your support, please
go to http://www.cput.ac.za/
advancement/pledge-form

His company has a great
relationship with CPUT’s
Management Department and has
hosted 3 of our ND:Management
students (all of whom have now
graduated) as interns.
If you own your own business, or
work for a company that would like
to host CPUT’s students as they
complete their Work Integrated
Learning, please contact Val
Deelman for more information.

Fifty-nine students will
be able to achieve their
dreams following yet
another generous
donation of over
R500 000 from the
South African National
Zakáh Fund (Sanzaf).

also be procured by emailing the
Advancement Department.
I’d also like to encourage you to
support our My School Card
Campaign. By procuring a My
School card for free, nominating
CPUT as your beneficiary and
swiping the card at participating
retailers, a percentage of your
purchase goes directly to the
CPUT Bursary Fund. If you
already have a My School Card,
please consider adding CPUT as
a beneficiary.
Pledging your support is a
sure-fire way to contribute to the
success of our university. The
more students who achieve their
educational birthright, the more
job creation and economic growth
we’ll see in South Africa and on
our continent. It’s that simple. And
it all starts with us.
Your Vice Chancellor,
Dr Prins Nevhutalu

SANZAF’s Sarfaraaz Hamza says,
“We have many graduates and
staff members who have studied
at CPUT. We are honoured to
have been part of the institution
and to be able to give back in this
way. We hope that in the years to
come we can grow this amount.”
The Alumni Office wishes all our
Muslim alumni well during the holy
month of Ramadaan.

Each year Sanzaf
collects millions of
rands in donations
from the Muslim
community in South
Africa and spends
almost a third of
that on education
bursaries.
Vice Chancellor Dr Prins Nevhutalu was delighted to accept the
whopping donation of R520 000 from SANZAF’s Sarfaraaz Hamza.
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KOLOSA MADIKIZELA
and Alumni
Motivational talks
Hundreds of Construction
Management and Quantity
Surveying students
benefited from a recent
visit by CPUT graduate
and high-flying executive,
Kolosa Madikizela.

The students were attending the
first in a series of inspiring talks,
organised by the Alumni Office,
aimed at motivating students to
“stay the course”, excel at their
studies and graduate within the
required time.
Madikizela is the Cape Regional
Manager of Pragma Africa, a
leading global asset management
service provider. She holds an
M Tech degree in Construction
Management from CPUT, which
was focussed on the career
progression of women in the
property and construction industry.
Alumni Officer Val Deelman says,

“By connecting exceptional
graduates like Ms Madikizela
with current students, we hope
our students are inspired to
achieve their long term dreams
and immediate academic tasks.
We’d also like to create awareness
among students of the functions
of the Alumni Office, and what
we can do for our graduates in
terms of networking and career
opportunities down the road.”
Alumni who feel they can impart
a sense of hope, belief, energy
and empowerment to a student
audience are welcome to contact
the Alumni Office on 021 460 3786
to set up future motivational talks.

Alumni Roundup
Thanks to all our alumni who take the time
to share their career success with us – time
and again we are seeing CPUT graduates
excelling in their chosen fields.
Professor Patrick Ndakidemi,
who graduated in 2006 (DTech
Chemistry) and also taught
at CPUT in the Horticultural
Department up to March 2011,
has recently been appointed
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Planning,
Finance and Administration)
at the Nelson Mandela African
Institution of Science and
Technology, in Arusha, Tanzania.

WILFRED
JOHANNES
Solomons
(Acting Head:
Disaster
Operations
Centre, City of
Cape Town)
At the tender age of 34, Wilfred has progressed
through the ranks of the City of Cape Town from a
junior administrative post to one of the most senior
managerial positions.
Well-known as the Acting Chief of
the Disaster Operations Centre,
he’s also the Head: Systems
Integration and Special Projects
and Business Programme
Manager: Safety and Security at
the City of Cape Town. A busy
man indeed! We spoke to Wilfred
following his recent graduation
in April with a National Diploma
in Public Management (Cum
Laude).
I started my schooling at the
Mamre Moravian Primary School
in my hometown about 60km out
of Cape Town and matriculated at
the Saxonsea Secondary School
in Atlantis. Since my employment
with the City of Cape Town
in 1997, I undertook various
short courses with training
service providers and at tertiary
institutions.

In 2011 I started studying at
CPUT for my National Diploma:
Public Management and
successfully completed my
qualification with a Cum Laude.
It was a tremendous experience
for me to further my career
and achieve my first formal
qualification from CPUT at the
age of 34. I have developed a
special bond with fellow students
and have met the most amazing
people through my studies. The
lecturers are phenomenal with
years of experience. They are
shining stars who have taught me
valuable lessons in life that I can
use in both my career as well as
my social life outside of work.
Click here to read more
about this exceptional
CPUT graduate….

READ
MORE

Tebogo Mabotja, (ND Internal
Auditing) is currently Risk
Manager: International Business
and Development at Engen
Petroleum Limited in Cape
Town. Tebogo credits CPUT
with opening his eyes to the
possibilities the world carries, and
to the realisation of his strength
and weaknesses. Tebogo is
currently enrolled in the MBA
programme at Stellenbosch
University.
“I have travelled the world in my role, and no task seems too great,
for I was prepared and mentored by the many people of CPUT, be it
lecturers, fellow students, or alumni.”

CALLING ALL PUBLIC HEALTH/ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH GRADUATES, 1987 – 1989.
Glenn Kearns, Ann Moller (Cloete) and Leonard Josephs are planning a class reunion in 2015, in Cape Town. Former
classmates who are keen to know more are welcome to contact Glenn Kearns via email: gkearns@tsumebmun.org.na
3

EDITION 2 2014

c onnect
CPUT lecturer and alumni JAS MYBURGH is in the
spotlight after actress and model Tanit Phoenix wore one
of his designs to the Hollywood premiere of Maleficent,
Disney’s spin on Sleeping Beauty.
Phoenix is dating South African actor Sharlto Copley, who co-stars in the
film with Angelina Jolie and Elle Fanning.
Myburgh has designed four evening gowns for Phoenix, one for each of
the premieres in Hollywood, Tokyo, London and Sydney.
Myburgh studied fashion design at CPUT in 1990 and says he’s
passionate about teaching, and the clothes
he makes.

CONGRATS GO OUT TO EDGAR ADAMS, the Chairperson of Solid

Waste Technologies. His company was voted the Best Black Business of 2013. Edgar
says SWT aims to be the best medical waste treatment and service delivery company
in Africa.

DISTRICT SIX
In 1966, the vibrant and
close-knit community of
District Six was declared
a whites only area by the
Nationalist Government.
From 1968 onwards the community
was forcibly removed and the land
was given to the former Cape
Technikon in 1976. We’re delighted
to report however, that change is
again coming! In May of this year,
the Minister of Higher Education
and Training, Dr Blade Nzimande,
approved the restoration of land
situated east of the CPUT Cape
Town campus back to its original
owners.
CPUT, in acknowledging that it
benefitted from an illegal land
transfer, has done the honourable
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We also received an
awesome update from
one of our lucky alums
who won a weekend
away in a raffle prize
draw at 2013’s year-end
Alumni Fundraiser.

thing of restoring the land rights of
the original owners.
A sod turning ceremony was
recently held in which our VC,
Dr Prins Nevhutalu, participated.
As part of the ceremony, a
wheelbarrow was filled with sand
from the site and will be exhibited
in the District Six Museum as a
symbol of this historic moment.
Speaking of District 6, the 4th
Design, Development & Research
Conference with the conference
theme: Design for participation:
connecting disciplines, people
and ideas will be held from 8-10
September 2014, at the District 6
Museum, Homecoming Centre.
All alumni who believe that design
forms part of their personal and

professional careers and activities
are welcome to attend. These
include designers, researchers,
engineers, scientists, managers,
environmentalists, entrepreneurs,
educators, consultants,
technologists, government officials,
IT specialists, systems architects,
media specialists, architects,
planners, developers, artists, etc.
This one’s for you!
Find out more at http://designdevelopment-research.co.za/

ANDI NTONI studied Dental
Assisting, graduating in 2012.
She’s back at CPUT this year
and is studying Journalism.
“The weekend away to Point
of View Villa in Milnerton was
amazing,” says Andi.
“We really enjoyed ourselves.
It was so relaxing to be away
from the noise of the city with
just the sound of the waves of
Sunset Beach –and the view of
Table Mountain was beautiful!”

EDITION 2 2014

c onnect
NOTICE OF
ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION AGM

creating futures
CPUT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AGM
The Chairperson of the Cape Peninsula University
of Technology Alumni Association, Mr Jeffrey
Daniels, cordially invites CPUT Alumni* to the
first non-elective Annual General Meeting.
AGENDA
1. Welcome by Chairperson of Alumni Association
Executive
2. Report on year 2013 launch event of Alumni
Association
3. Chairperson’s report
4. Adoption of the Constitution
5. Closure
A finger-lunch will be served after the meeting
* Graduates of CPUT and of the former Cape and
Peninsula Technikons.

TO ATTEND THE
MEETING, reply to
Valerie Deelman
at 021 460 3786 or
deelmanv@cput.ac.za
BY LATEST
18 JULY 2014

DATE SATURDAY
26 July 2014
TIME 09:30 for 10:00
till 11:30
VENUE Granger Bay
Hotel School
Restaurant
Beach Road
Mouille Point
RSVP 18 July 2014

TRANSFORMATION AT CPUT
The controversial, outspoken and highlyregarded Vice-Chancellor of the University
of the Free State, Prof Jonathan Jansen,
recently addressed hundreds of students
and staff members at a public dialogue on
the Cape Town campus.
In his talk, Jansen explained the difference between
social justice and transformation “Social justice is about
returning the land of the dispossessed; transformation
is about changing the hearts and minds of the
possessor,” he says.
It’s a topic close to the heart of lecturer and Chair of the
Transformation Committee in the Faculty of Business,
Ms Mandie Richards, who is driving a remarkable
programme at CPUT.

READ
MORE

Her Diversity Management programme thoroughly
endorses Jansen’s definition of transformation as a
deep change in human understanding, expressed in
acts of care, connection and commitment towards all.

Ms Richards tells us more about this exceptional initiative here…
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All alumni (graduates of CPUT
and graduates of the former Cape
Technikon and Peninsula Technikon)
are invited to attend the nonelective Annual General Meeting of
CPUT’s Alumni Association.
DATE
Saturday 26 July 2014
TIME
09:30 for 10:00 till 11:30
VENUE Granger Bay Hotel School Restaurant,
Beach Road, Mouille Point
RSVP 18 July 2014
The agenda includes a report on 2013’s
launch event of the Alumni Association,
the Chairperson’s report, adoption of the
constitution and an address by a guest speaker.
A finger-lunch will be served after the meeting.
Please RSVP to
VALERIE DEELMAN
TEL
021 4603786
EMAIL deelmanv@cput.ac.za
by latest 18 July 2014.

The
inaugural
CPUT
Alumni
Golf Day

SAVE
THE
DATE!

will be held on Thursday 20th
November 2014 in False Bay, on a
course renowned for sea-breezes and
mountain views.
Invite your former or current classmates, lecturers,
friends, partners, family, in-laws and outlaws - all
genders and ages - to join us in raising funds for
the CPUT Bursary Fund.
More information to follow via email and the
September issue of Alumni Connect.
As always, please contact Val Deelman or Francois
Jooste on alumni@cput.ac.za with any news or
queries.
Alumni across SA and in Namibia are most
welcome to contact their relevant regional chapter
co-ordinators.

