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1 December 2015 

Postponement of November 2015 examinations to January 2016 

To whom it may concern 

Due to prolonged protest action on our campuses and the trauma that students and staff have 
experienced, the CPUT Senate Executive Committee (Senex) took the unprecedented decision 
of postponing the November 2015 examinations to January 2016. 

We explored alternative scenarios, including the use of off-campus venues to provide students 
an opportunity to write in late November/ December 2015. However, the examination venues 
were trashed and buses were forcibly prevented from transporting students who were supposed 
to write at off-campus sites. This made it clear that if we were to proceed with examinations, the 
safety and security of our students and staff would be severely compromised. 

We are well aware that the postponement of examinations has a major impact on all our 
students, especially those who are currently employed and studying part-time and who are to 
take up employment in January 2016. 

Examinations are scheduled to take place from 11 – 25 January 2016, and we ask that 
employers assist students by allowing them time off to write their final examinations during the 
specified dates. 

We understand that this may impact on your organisation’s daily operations, but we urge you to 
consider the fact that students have worked hard over the past year and deserve the opportunity 
to write their year-end exams. We will therefore appreciate your cooperation, support and 
understanding of the situation, which was beyond the control of our students. 

We want to assure you that we will use the time ahead of us to put all the necessary measures 
in place to ensure that our students write their examination in January 2016 under the most 
favourable conditions. 

Thank you. 

 

 

Mr Nikile Ntsababa 
Registrar: Cape Peninsula University of Technology 
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