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On 1 January 2015, 
CPUT turned 10 
years old and staff 
and students have an 
open invitation to join 
the year of birthday 
celebrations.

A key feature of the 
celebrations is the CPUT 
Gives Back Campaign. From 
collecting school shoes for 

learners to participating in the 
CANSA Shavathon, staff are 
being urged to do their bit 
to change the lives of local 
communities. 
 
And like any good birthday 
there will also be a range of 
fun events as well as gifts. 
Staff will be treated to birthday 
themed desk calendars, 
magnets and a birthday bash 

to kick celebrations off.

On the back page you will 
find a 10 year birthday poster 
which we hope you will cut 
out and display proudly in your 
office for the year ahead.

In this special edition of the 
CPUT Bulletin we share some 
of the institutional highlights 
which have made CPUT a 

premier higher education 
choice for thousands of 
students from across the 
country.

We also hear from staff 
themselves about what their 
favourite part of being part of 
the CPUT family is.

Starting from humble 
beginings in 2005 when 

the Cape Technikon and 
Peninsula Technikon merged, 
today CPUT is the only 
university of technology in 
the Western Cape and is the 
largest university in the 
region. 

It boasts more than 30 000 
students, several campuses 
and service points and more 
than 70 programmes.  

STAFF REPORTER

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

www.facebook.com/cput.ac.za @CPUT cput.ac.za/blogs/wearecput www.cput.ac.za

Celebrating 10 Years of Groundbreaking Firsts, Innovation and International Acclaim

BulletinSPECIAL
EDITION



CPUT BULLETIN 2   |  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2014

Researchers at the Centre 
for Tourism Research in 
Africa know their stuff.

After managing an extensive 
2010 FIFA World Cup™ 
research plan for the City of 

Cape Town, the team took their 
work to the next level and in 
2012 jetted off to London where 
they embarked on a study that 
explores the safety of tourists 
and locals during the Olympic 
Games. 

WORLD CUP STUDY

FUN AND GAMES

Abe Bailey 

GRADUATION 
FIRST

In 2009 former CPUT 
Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Vuyisa Mazwi-Tanga 
thanked the  Abe Bailey 
Trust for their consistent 
support of the institution.

The trust, which was established 
in terms of the will of the late Sir 
Abe Bailey, who was a mining 
magnate and politician in South 
Africa, has donated R1.3million 
to the institution over the past 
several years.

The funds enabled CPUT to 
roll out the Writing Centre on 
the Bellville and Cape Town 
campuses, where students are 
assisted with the development 

of language and writing skills 
and more recently the Abe 
Baily Scholarship sends one 

lucky student on a UK cultural 
fellowship aimed at broadening 
their horizons.

CPUT is home to the highly specialised Product 
Lifecycle Management Competency Centre (PLMCC), 
of which there are only six in the world. 

The centre, which opened its doors on 22 March 2012, charts the life 
cycle of any product from start to finish and assists in production.

This decade has seen 
CPUT introduce several 
new qualifications that 
have proved to be a huge 
success. 

The university capped the first 
group of F’SATI graduates, 
Biotech graduates as well 
as Mathematical Technology 
graduates.

ERASMUS 
MUNDUS 
SUCCESS

With an injection of 
R70 million since 
2010, Erasmus 
Mundus is the most 
prominent staff 
capacity building 
venture CPUT has 
ever participated in.

Funded by the European 
Commission, the 
programme offers 
university staff members 
the opportunity to 
expand their horizons 
and complete their 
Master, Doctoral or short 
study programmes at a 
participating European 
University.

MOVIE MAGIC
CPUT campuses are a favourite of location scouts working for 
big Hollywood blockbusters. In 2014 a variety of Cape Town 
campus locations and even staff members were featured in 
the recent series of Homeland. The Piazza was portrayed as a 
busy international university while the Engineering building was 
turned into a dilapidated hospital. Filming usually happens on a 
Sunday so as not to disturb classes.

CPUT staff and students 
showed their fun side 
in 2008 when they 
participated in the Crazy 
Games television show.

Produced for SABC 2, 
the show featured teams 
from South African tertiary 
institutions, competing against 

one another in a series of 
hilarious games, while wearing 
a variety of costumes.

The CPUT squad were put 
through their paces at a 
number of selection processes 
including a challenging day at 
Bains Kloof pass before making 
the team.

APPRECIATION: Chairman of the Abe Bailey Trust, Brian Robinson and 
former Vice-Chancellor Prof Vuyisa Mazwi-Tanga.

FIRST: The PLMCC is the only of its kind in Africa

NUMBERS: Coline Fouce and 
Thembela Hadi are two of CPUT’s 
first Mathematical Technology 
graduates

The Cape Speed Team is now a household name at 
the international Formula Student competition that 
takes place at Silverstone in the UK.

The team took to the tracks in 2012 and made history by being the 
first African university to complete all race stages at the event. In 2014 
CPUT was the only university in South Africa who competed in the 
competition.

PETROL HEADS: The 2014 Cape Speed Team

LONDON BOUND: Researchers

COLOURFUL: The arena where the games were recorded 

NEED FOR SPEED

Online ceremonies

Start to finish

From Cape Town 
to London, CPUT’s 
graduation ceremonies 
made their online debut 
in April 2012. 

Thanks to a combined effort 
from the Student Media 

and Web Office team all 
graduation ceremonies and 
huge events are now broadcast 
live online. 

The streaming is recognized 
as some of the best of any 
university in the country.

LIVE: CPUT’s Web Developer Lovemore Nalube and Derek Stocken.
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TEAMWORK 
From competing in the 
Olympics to top national 
competitions, CPUT’s 
Sports Department has 
played a key role in 
developing a sporting 
culture at the University.  

Over the past decade the 
sporting stars along with 
coaches and managers have 
been applauded for their role 
during the annual Sports 
Awards.

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT
THE GOOD FOOD AND WINE SHOW

TshepisoSAT is the 
biggest newsmaker at 
CPUT.

The launch of this nanosatellite 
made history in South Africa 
and has secured CPUT’s place 
as the leading higher education 
institution for the development 
of human skills capacity for the 
country’s space industry.

It took 40 postgraduate 
students at F’SATI 18 months 
and 30 000 hours of manpower 

to build TshepisoSAT, which 
contains 4 000 electronic 
components and runs on the 
same amount of power as a 
3-watt bulb.

Currently this tiny satellite is 
orbiting Earth at an altitude of 
600km and collecting space 
weather data for the South 
African National Space Agency. 
Its movements are being 
tracked by F’SATI students 
at the ground station on the 
Bellville Campus.

Lotto Loot
One of a kind

In 2012 CPUT pocketed 
R4.5 million from the 
National Lotteries Board, 
thanks to a winning proposal 
put together by Sports 
Coordinator Tyrone Africa.

The money was used to upgrade 
sport facilities at the campus, which 
included a revamp of the tennis and 
netball courts and brand new mast 
lighting for the rugby field.

The past decade has been 
filled with highlights for 
innovators Prof Spinney 
Benade and Dr Maretha 
Opperman from the 
Functional Foods Unit.

The duo were the first to be 
awarded funding for the newly 
launched CPUT Innovation Fund 
and they did not disappoint, when 
in 2012, they launched the  Omega 
Caro-E supplement.

In March 2013, the supplement 
received a Seal of Recognition from 
the Cancer Association of South 
Africa, making it the first product 
of its kind to be endorsed by the 
association. And in 2014, the duo 
was given the go-ahead to sell their 
product in Canada.

On 12 February 2009, 
CPUT launched Africa’s 
first Centre for 
Multi-Grade Education 
at the Wellington campus, 
thanks to a R22 million 
grant from the Royal 
Netherlands Embassy.

The centre is dedicated to 
providing accredited multi-grade 
teacher training and to date has 
made a positive impact 
on classrooms across the 
country.

TUTU ‘TASTIC
CPUT has enjoyed 
a long standing 
relationship with 
the Desmond Tutu 
Foundation.

Starting with Peace Lectures 
over a decade ago the 
institution is now a regular 
feature on the week long 
schedule of events that 
happen in honour of the Nobel 

Laureate each year.

Recently the Desmond Tutu 
symposiums have grown 
to include students as well. 
Accomplished students have 
benefited from peace training 
and one-on-one sessions 
with Tutu and trainers 
from across the world who 
specialise in themes of peace 
and ubuntu.

Celebrity chefs at the 
Good Food and Wine 
Show always have one 
special ingredient to 
guarantee them success- 
CPUT Hotel School 
students.

Students assisted big names 
such as Cake Boss Buddy 
Valastro, Reza Mahammad - 
The Spice Prince of India and 

Masterchef USA winner Whitney 
Miller with prep work for their 
demonstrations.

For the past several years 
they have cooked up a storm 
at the Table of Unity event and 
in 2013 the Hotel School got 
the nod from industry for 
setting the trends in hospitality 
education on the African 
continent.

OMEGA SUCCESS

Rooibos is 
good for you
Prof Jeanine Marnewick 
made headline news with 
her study on rooibos and 
its health benefits. 

In 2011 Marnewick’s clinical trial 
revealed that drinking six cups 
of rooibos per day holds definite 
health benefits, and specifically 
helps to reduce oxidative stress 
in the body and lower the risk of 
heart disease. 

AWARDS: The top sports students of 2008

ARRIVAL: Tutu being met by CPUT VC’s

WINNING CONCEPT: Tyrone Africa at the hole dug for the mast lighting

RESEARCHER: Prof Jeanine 
Marnewick

PRODUCT SUCCESS: Omega 
Caro-E supplement

FACT: The Centre for Multi-Grade 
Education is the only of its kind 
on the continent

WHO’S THE BOSS
In 2006, Prof Vuyisa Mazwi-Tanga was appointed 
the first Vice-Chancellor of CPUT, a post she held 
till the end of 2013. On 1 January 2014, Dr Prins 
Nevhutalu officially took over.

VC’S: Present and past bosses
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“My experience of 
33 years is a happy one. 
This university serves 
people and futures so I 
like to treat every person 
I encounter special 
because all people are 
equal.”

“I am very 
satisfied at work 
because my job 
is to improve the 
work and study 
environment 
of staff and 
students and I 
challenge myself 
with this every 
day.”

“I started out
at the former 
Peninsula 
Technikon and
at that time there 
were only three 
buildings. It was 
amazing to see 
how the campus 
has grown.”

“Merging two institutions 
successfully was a huge 
feat and it is such a relief 
to step into the second 
decade knowing we did 
it well. I am happy to 
be part of the 10 year 
celebration.”

HEINRICH RAUBENHEIMER
Services Department

MARTIN RICHARDS, MBUSO TSHAKA
AND JOHN NONGALAZA

ROELAND STREET STAFF

DR STUART WARDEN
FID

“Going permanent after being on 
contract for years was life changing for 
me. It was the first time I had medical 
aid in years. Thank you CPUT.”

“I appreciate the generous leave allowance”- Roberts.

“The support for academic development and the wealth 
of opportunities is what I appreciate most”- Tshaka.

“I am looking forward to seeing us turn into a truly great 
university”- Nongalaza.

IDA RICHARDS
Admissions and Records

DAWID SNELL
Chief Caretaker

BEN TURNER
Wellington Campus 
Manager

“Being able to study through the 
institution and how easy that 
process has become over the years 
is one of the highlights of being part 
of CPUT for me.”

THEODORE MESSIAH
Admissions and Records ATHI SIZIBA,

Institutional Planning

20
YEARS’ 
SERVICE

2.5
YEARS’ 
SERVICE

2
YEARS’ 
SERVICE

33
YEARS’ 
SERVICE

28
YEARS’ 
SERVICE

27
YEARS’ 
SERVICE

“Happy Birthday CP UT!”

I feel grateful to 
be part of a big 
organisation and I 
am being exposed 
to much more. I also 
get to study for free 
so I am currently 
doing my Masters.
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“Over the past few 
years the Wellington 
Campus Library has 
become the heart of 
this campus. It’s the 
place to be.”

“What stands out the 
most over these past 
25 years is getting 
to know all the great 
people who have 
worked here and who 
are still working here.”

“The successful annual 
exhibitions that we host as a 
Design Department always attracts 
large crowds who come to see the 
work produced by our Third year 
and BTech students.”

“The 
announcement 
by the VC that 
electronic 
communication 
and paperless 
meetings will soon 
be implemented is 
a highlight for me.”

“I am amazed 
by the products 
manufactured 
by our 
students 
such as the 
walking suit 
for disabled 
people as well 
as launching 
satellites into 
space.”

KOBUS MITCHELL
Wellington Campus Infrastructure and Development

SHAHIED DANIELS
Education Faculty 

ALISHA SALIE
Education Faculty Mowbray Campus

SUNETTE VAN DYK 
Wellington Campus Education 
Department

TERTIUS HEYNS 
Graphic Design, Cape Town Campus

DR STAN CRONJE 
Public Management

JUBY GOVENDER 
Donor and Database 
Officer

“I really enjoy working at CPUT. My favourite time 
of the year is when all the first-year students 
arrive on campus. The campus comes alive.”

“CPUT gives me an opportunity 
to provide customer satisfaction 
to students. It gives me pleasure 
to see a student happy after 
leaving my office. In turn they may 
recommend CPUT to prospective 
students.”

“Being able to help students with their ups 
and downs does it for me. They see me as 
their mother away from home while to others 
I’m a psychologist and they bring me all sorts 
of problems to solve. I just love my job.”

WELLINGTON CAMPUS 
LIBRARY STAFF

23
YEARS’ 
SERVICE

25
YEARS’ 
SERVICE

18
YEARS’ 
SERVICE

10
YEARS’ 
SERVICE

12
YEARS’ 
SERVICE

14
YEARS’ 
SERVICE

17
MONTHS’ 
SERVICE

DEAN JACOBS
Events Assistant

MIRANDA NGWENDU
Financial Accounting

“When I met Archbishop 
Emeritus Desmond Tutu 
during his lecture I was 
glad that CPUT hosts 
such awesome events.”

2
MONTHS’ 
SERVICE

“I enjoy my colleagues 
and the way we work as 
a team. I look forward to 
growing even more in my 
role in future.”

8
YEARS’ 
SERVICE
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CASHING IN
In 2010 the Advancement 
Department celebrated 
being awarded a challenge 
grant for exceeding the 
2009 expectations of the 
Kresge Foundation, one 
of the institution’s major 
funders.

The Kresge Foundation is an 
American private foundation that 
seeks to influence the quality of life 
for future generations through its 
support of various organisations. 
In 2005, the Foundation made a 
total of R10.2million available to 
CPUT for the period 2006 to 2010 
to develop institutional capacity 
to increase the amount of third 
stream income through various 
initiatives. 

Thinking out 
of the box
From probiotic yoghurts 
to sustainable fish farm 
solutions, CPUT is home 
to some of the country’s 
brightest minds. 

Since 2010, the Technology 
Transfer Office has filed a large 
number of patents and the list 
just keeps on growing.

LAW MAKERS
The first SRC Constitution 
was passed in 2014, 
after a long and rigorous 
process, which began in 
2011.

The signing also followed the first 
CPUT Student Assembly held in 
a format of Parliament at the City 
of Cape Town Council Chambers.

THUMBS UP: The Advancement Department team at the time had a lot to 
smile about following an exceptionally good evaluation by the the Kresge 
Foundation

Thanks to the 
Mathematics and Physics 
Department, the Golden 
Arrow Bus Services 
now has a better 
understanding of their 
customer’s expectations. 

In 2012 GABS enlisted the help 
of CPUT to conduct a survey 
that focused on their customer’s 
experiences and expectations. 

The result was a 65 page 
Customer Satisfaction Survey.

STAR CAR
Off-road challenges are 
no mean feat for our 
Mechanical Engineering 
students who in 2008 
clinched first place in 
the annual Sasol Baja 
Challenge that took place 
at the Gerotek test facility 
outside Pretoria. 

The challenges see students 
from across the globe design 
and build a single seated off-road 
vehicle and compete in a range 
of challenges, including a four 
hour endurance event. Despite 
two breakdowns the students 
kept going and rode off with the 
top prize. 

THANKS: Golden Arrow Bus Services and CPUT staff and students

RACING: The winning Baja

For MTech 
Mechanical 
Engineering students 
Gerhard Coetzee and 
Cyprian Onochie, 
2013 will be a year to 
remember. 

This innovative duo made 
history on the African 
continent when they 
designed sophisticated 
technology that will enable 
vehicle adaptations for 
people with disabilities in 
Africa. The project is called 
Nicky’s Drive.

NEW CLINICNICKY’S DRIVE 
On 24 June 2009, then 
Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Vuyisa Mazwi-Tanga 
officially opened the 
Wellington Campus Clinic.
Previously the CPUT clinic 
was housed off campus 
at a temporary facility. 

HIV CAMPAIGN
In 2012, the HIV/Aids 
Unit made headline 
news when its HIV 
testing drive proved the 
most successful held 
at a university in South 
Africa.

During the two month long 
drive a whopping 4730 people 
got tested and close to 60 000 
condoms were distributed.

DRIVEN: Gerhard Coetzee 
and Cyprian Onochie with the 
vehicle simulator

HEALTH:  Former CPUT Vice-
Chancellor Prof Vuyisa Mazwi-
Tanga, cuts the ceremonial ribbon 
as Wellington Campus Manager 
Ben Turner, watches on

Chairs for Research
Research at CPUT has 
made huge strides over 
the past decade, but 
the most notable is 
the awarding of South 
African Research Chairs 
in 2011. 

This was a huge feat for CPUT 
who has since established a 
Chair in Teacher Education 
and Small Satellite Technology 

Applications for Africa.  

The university excellent research 
track record also bowled over 
the W&R Seta and in 2014 
CPUT launched the Wholesale 
and Retail Leadership Chair. 

In 2015, thanks to the CPUT 
Council, five more university 
funded research chairs will be 
rolled out. 

EXPERTS: Internationally recognized Professors Wentzel Gelderblom, Yusuf 
Sayed and Roger Mason are CPUT’s research chair holders

HARVEST: Mechanical Engineering lecturer, Fareed Ismail(right)  has 
invented the Small Scale Modular Solar Powered Aquaponics System 

SIGNING: Celebrating the signing of the SRC constitution
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TAKE-OFF

BIG SCREEN

In 2011 CPUT broke new 
ground with the launch of 
its first company - UAV-
SYSCo Pty Ltd.

The company is the only of its 
kind in South Africa designing 
and manufacturing mini and 
micro unmanned aerial vehicle 
systems, which are used for 
surveillance in various industries.

The company is the brainchild 
of CPUT innovator Prof Oscar 
Philander, who several years 
ago began to dabble with 
aerial vehicles, not knowing 

his research would one day be 
patented.

With the full backing of CPUT 
and support of the Technology 
Transfer Office the company 
is fully operational and is 
manufacturing two types 
of unmanned aerial vehicle 
systems. 

These systems can be used for 
aerial surveillance in different 
applications such as forest fire 
monitoring, anti-poaching patrol, 
animal monitoring as well as 
border and coastal patrols. 

In May 2009, the film 
Intonga, co-produced 
by the CPUT Film 
Department and Swayani 
Films, made its debut on 
the big screen.

The distribution rights of the film 
were bought by Nu Metro and 
it was included in the “Inspire” 
film festival that showcased 
inspirational movies to the South 

African public. The movie is a 
full length isiXhosa feature with 
English subtitles and was the 
first time a full length feature 
film of its kind was distributed 
country-wide. 

This film, which was shot in Fort 
Beaufort and Mdantsane, follows 
the life of a young boxer and 
how he worked hard to achieve 
his goals. 

Some of the hottest 
musical talents have 
performed at CPUT 
campuses in the past 
decade.

In 2010 Freshlyground rocked a 
special World Cup themed market 
day alongside Carol Manana, 
award winning DJ and sports 
presenter.

A year later electro house beats 
duo Goldfish also attracted record 
crowds on the Cape Town piazza. 
Other big names to perform over 
the years include DJ Fresh, Lira, 
Cassper Nyovest, Big Nuz as well 
as a range of Idols and South 
Africa’s got talent winners.

UPBEAT

MAESTROS: Zolani from Freshlyground and Lira performing at CPUT

FLIGHT: Board members of CPUT’s first company - UAV-SYSCo Pty Ltd, with 
one of the products they will manufacture.

CREW: The crew pictured in East London after completing the filming.

BODY SCAN
The Clothing and Textile 
Technology Station 
is home to one of the 
country’s few body 
scanners.

The device has the ability 
to gather the exact body 
measurements of an individual 
and was awarded to CPUT by 
the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research in 2009.

BUILDING BOOM

CPUT has embarked 
on the most ambitious 
infrastructure 
development plan that 
any university in the 
country has ever seen.

As faculties consolidate, custom 
designed buildings have been 
built to accommodate the ever 
increasing staff and student 
requirements.

Some of the building highlights 
include the 2010 additions 
to the Bellville Administration 
Building, the construction of 
the multimillion rand Food 
Technology facility, a wine 
cellar in Wellington and the 
sleek looking Health Sciences 
building. 

The university also boasts 
two green buildings - the 
BTB Building and SARETEC 
facility in Bellville that will be 
completed next year. However, 
the  show stopper is the 
Electrical Engineering building, 
the largest building to ever be 
constructed at CPUT, which 
came with a price tag of over 
R200 million. 

EQUIPMENT: CPUT staff member 
Lucille Heugh and Reena Pandarum 
from the University of South Africa, 
trained staff members on how to use 
the scanner

CHEERS FOR THE BEER

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

RESEARCH ROCKSTARS
CPUT brews the best 
beer according to 
judges at the 2014 SAB 
Intervarsity Brewing Cup.

A group of Food Technology 
students were crowned the 
winning brewers just a year 

after CPUT made its debut at 
the competition.

The team, Terence Keeling, 
Ryan Morkel, Heinrich 
Meyer and Arshad Parker, 
created “Rooibru” a high-end 
antioxidant beer. 

In April 2012 CPUT 
and PetroSA  signed 
a deal which will see 
academically-deserving 
students with disabilities 
be offered full bursaries 
and guaranteed work 
contracts on completion 
of their studies. 

At the launch, Darrin Arendse, 
Vice President of Human Capital 
at PetroSA dubbed the initiative 
“a landmark agreement” which 
would help build an institution, 
workplace and country where 
everyone has a place in the 
sun. So far 15 students have 
benefited from the collaboration.

In 2009, the acclaimed Biocatalysis and Technical 
Biology Research Group (BTB) joined CPUT. 

The BTB group has a strong record of successful completion of 
research projects and over the past 16 years, they have raised 
more than R24 000 000 in research funds.

DRINK UP: Food Technology students clinched the top spot at the 2014 
SAB Intervarsity Brewing Cup

POSSIBILITIES: Former CPUT 
Vice-Chancellor Prof Vuyiswa 
Mazwi-Tanga and Darrin Arendse 
from PetroSA

INNOVATION: The Biocatalysis and Technical Biology Research Group. 
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CELEBRATING 10 YEARS
OF GROUNDBREAKING FIRSTS,  
INNOVATION AND
INTERNATIONAL ACCLAIM.


