CPUT Libraries Statement on Sharing
Research Data and good Research Data
Management Practices

Background
Since 2013, CPUT Libraries have responded to various national and
international calls (Open Science Movement, The Berlin Declaration)
for the development of institutional data repositories to enable the
visibility and reuse (where applicable) of research data for better
scientific discoveries. The response by CPUT Libraries was aligned
with the RTI Blueprint which spells out the role of the library in
research support as:
•

Collaboration to enable world-class library research and
innovation systems and infrastructure,

•

Enhanced library research support systems and services (access
to information, digital platforms, support for research skills),

•

Expansion of library infrastructure and resources,

•

Curation, dissemination and promotion of the traditional outputs
of research in terms of articles and theses, and curation of
research data and innovation output, including enhanced
research data management systems (which can also support
collaboration around RTI focus areas)
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The response was in line with The FAIR Principles (Findable,
Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable) a globally acceptable
development framework for Research Data Management (RDM)
Services.
The National Research Foundation (NRF) in 2015 released
an Open Access statement mandating all its funded research
projects to deposit the final research results in accredited
institutional repositories, and accompanying data sets in an
accredited data repository, this being either an institutional
data repository, or an institutional data repository or subject
specific repository (all copyright, ethical and Intellectual property
requirements to be considered, e.g. embargos on certain datasets
for a given period of time).

In this regard, the Library and other Institutional partners, notably the Strategic Initiatives and Partnerships Unit, set on a
coordinated journey to develop RDM Services at the institution following international best practices.
Policy Framework
A Research Data Management Policy was developed
to ensure a guided institutional approach towards the
management of research data. The policy is currently
under review (to be finalised in 2021) and has taken into
consideration new changes and developments within
the RDM environment. CPUT Data Deposit Guidelines
have been developed to guide researchers in preparing
their data for the institutional repository.
Data Management Planning (DMP) Tool
The library has developed an online DMP Tool
providing researchers with a template to plan how the
management of their research data during the research
cycle as well as the curation, preservation and access
of such data to other researchers for further analysis
or reuse in line with the many calls from funders and
journal publishers. CPUT Data Management Plan
Guidelines have been developed to assist researchers
with using the DMP Tool.
Data Repository
The library subscribes to a proprietary data repository
through Figshare for Institutions. Following a
competition among students to find a more suitable
local name the platform has been renamed eSango.
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Advocacy and Training
Library staff have been reaching out to faculties,
departments and research units advocating the
importance of the data repository as well as providing
the necessary training where requested.
Postgraduate Students datasets and Higher
Degrees Committee Decision
It was agreed at the Higher Degrees Committee in 2019
that, in line with CPUT RDM policy, graduating students
will be required to submit the accompanying datasets
in addition to the deposit of their electronic theses and
dissertations. Where data sets are to be embargoed
the necessary mechanisms will be put in place.
Going forward more training is required for both
postgraduate students and supervisors to ensure
1. Compliance and 2. Quality data sets are deposited
Comparison with other institutions
While CPUT Libraries was a pioneer in the country in
terms of developing a Research Data Management
Policy as well as the implementation of a Data
Repository (a pilot project run in conjunction with the
then IBMB) the level of response from researchers
has caused concern. In comparison other institutions
e.g. UWC, SUN and UCT in the western cape region,
now have sizeable collections of datasets in their
repositories.

Notable successes
•

The necessary frameworks for good data management
at the institution from DMP Tool to data deposits and
curation are all in place

•

CPUT Libraries have played a key role in the
development of RDM (policies and guidelines) for the
regional ilifu Tier 2 Data Intensive Project. CPUT was
the first university to place a student at one of the data
intensive partners, SANBI for work integrated learning,
one of the key outcomes of this ilifu project to develop
data scientists in South Africa.

•

Prof Thandi Matsha won the NSTF-South 32 Data
for theResearch Award in 2018/2019 for publishing
research data. Prof Matsha has a sizeable number of
data deposits in the CPUT Data repository, eSango,
the result of extensive consultations with the Library
on the benefits of sharing research data.

Benefits to the institution
A well-considered RDM programme is the foundation of an open
and collaborative culture of data intensive research and innovation,
where access and visibility of data and the enhanced reputation
of the researcher are identified as key elements of success. The
over- all benefits therefore include the following:
1. Meeting funding bodies’ grant requirements for good data management
2. Meeting journal publisher requirements
3. Ensuring research integrity and replication
4. Ensuring research data and records are accurate, complete, authentic
and reliable
5. Increasing research efficiency
6. Increasing research data citations
7. Saving time and resources in the long term
8. Enhancing data security and minimising risk of data loss
9. Preventing duplication by enabling others to reuse existing data
10. Protecting CPUT from reputational, financial & legal risk
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