
 

 

 

19 April 2021 

Deans Desk: Student communique 3:  

FEBE AY2021 multi-modal curriculum delivery and return to campus update      

 

Dear students of the Faculty of Engineering & the Built Environment (FEBE) 

A warm welcome to all of you. Many of the returning students have already been hard at work since February. We 

have welcomed a cohort of new first year and some transfer students since March that were not part of our Faculty 

in 2020. The faculty had to delay the commencement of first year classes to 12 April 2021 due to low registration 

numbers. Now that we have a full complement of first year students the focus will be on the delivery of the curriculum 

in a very short semester while maintaining the academic integrity.  

This communique focusses on three aspects: (i) the faculty’s multi-modal delivery of the curriculum; (ii) faculty 

AY2021 academic calendar and (ii) the health and safety (H&S) requirements for all on-campus activities. 

 

1. Multi-modal delivery of the curriculum to complete AY2021 
Depending on the state of the pandemic and the relevant lockdown level, staff and students will be expected to 

prepare for a flexible multi-modal on- and off-campus mode of delivery of the curriculum, with continuous changes 

expected due to shifts between lockdown levels. We acknowledge that delivering a curriculum to a diverse group of 

students comes with unique challenges, ranging from access to appropriate devices, data, connectivity, conducive 

living and learning environments. While it is not possible to satisfy the needs of all students.   

Academic staff were required to prepare flexible and risk-adjusted subject guides and learner packs with physical 

and digital material. Staff were requested to familiarise themselves with the AY2021 teaching and learning plan and 

communicate this to their students. If learning material is not made available to you by your lecturer, then please 

contact your head of department. The state of the pandemic requires us to be flexible and agile and change the 

delivery of the curriculum in response. Students should therefore prepare for and expect risk-adjusted teaching, 

learning, assessment and communication strategies. Efforts are made to improve on 2020 towards more interactive 

and inclusive multi-modal physical and online delivery of the curriculum, and specifically improvements related to the 

standard, quality and integrity of online assessments.  Please be reminded that a range of training and development 

options are available at the Centre for Innovative Educational Technology (CIET); a computer literacy course is 

available from the Computer and Telecommunications Service Department (CTS); Fundani provides a range of 

academic support programmes and the Department of Student affairs provides a range of non-academic student 

support programmes (See Appendix A for more detail on available support and contact details). 

We must collectively ensure and plan that all on-campus activities pose the lowest risk, and that we adhere to all 

Covid-19 health and safety protocols and regulations, while at the same time maintaining the quality and integrity of 

the academic project. Each Head of department will send a specific departmental communique regarding specific 

departmental information. 

 

2. AY2021 revised dates 
For returning students classes commenced from February 2021 and those students are on track to complete the 

semester within the planned institutional academic calendar. However, due to the delay of first year classes we will 

be submitting a request for a revised faculty semester calendar and those dates will be communicated as soon as 



 

 

approval has been granted, hopefully by no later than mid-May. The main changes will be in a delayed study week, 

delayed final assessment period in June and delayed publication of mark (after 25 Jun 2021). 

The main reason for the revised academic calendar dates is the fact that we need to ensure delivery of the curriculum 

according to our Professional body accreditation requirements to ensure that all students graduate with an accredited 

qualification. This is therefore an alert to students not to plan according to the institution published dates as 

there might be a deviation for the faculty.  

This year will bring additional challenges to our faculty specifically, as we prepare for accreditation visits for most of 

the new HEQSF aligned programmes by the relevant professional bodies including the Engineering Council of South 

Africa (ECSA); and the SA Council for the Quantity Surveying Profession (SACQSP) that have specific requirements 

to comply with. A more detailed and specific communique regarding these visits will follow later. For now, all students 

need to be aware that all activities are planned to ensure that all programmes comply with the requirements and that 

students graduate with an accredited qualification. 

 

3. Health and safety while on campus 

The faculty takes the H&S of all its staff, students and any person entering its premises seriously. All on-campus 

activities have to comply with the institutional H&S protocols and comply with the Covid-19 regulations. Please be 

assured that when you are required to be on campus for these activities that the institution have put in place all the 

required H&S protocols to ensure your safety. All we ask is that while on campus you adhere to the required H&S 

protocols. 

Attached the CPUT face-to-face protocol in Appendix B with specific emphasis on section 8. Students must: 

a) Report for screening at least an hour prior to the assessment.  
b) Wear their face masks correctly, and maintain social distancing (1.5m) at all times.  
c) Report, in single file, to the assessment venue, at least 30 minutes prior to the assessment.  
d) Hand sanitize at the entrances to the assessment venue.  

 

All students are required to comply with the following protocols while on campus:  

- Wearing of masks mandatory – Any person not wearing a mask will be denied entry to the faculty buildings in 
line with the government regulations. Face masks must be worn covering both the nose and mouth at all times.  

- Utilise the sanitisers at the entrance to buildings and venues and when leaving a building and/or venue. 
- Only use the dedicated entrance and exit doors to buildings; do not use the emergency doors unless specifically 

indicated and/or there is an emergency announced and the building needs to be evacuated. 
- Adhere to the maximum capacity allocation as indicated outside the venue. 
- Use only the seating allocations in venues as indicated. Fill the rows from one side.  
- Leave all venues in the condition that it was found in. 
- No gatherings, crowding and congregation in or outside any passage, office, laboratory, venue, staircase or 

building at any time. 
- Adhere to the capacity and physical distancing rules when using lifts. 
- Avoid sharing of laptops; pens; books; cell phones; etc. as far as possible. 
- No consumption of food or drinks in general areas or inside any venue. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

In conclusion 

There will no doubt be many challenges this year. The faculty management whishes all students all of the best for 

the 2021 academic year. Remember everyone is struggling with something, so please be kind to and patient with 

one another.  Please stay safe. 

 

 

Prof Marshall Sheldon 

Dean of Engineering and the Built Environment 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology | #WeAreCPUT 

Faculty website: https://www.cput.ac.za/academic/faculties/engineering 

 

Covid-19 Emergency Hotline: 0800 029 999 | WhatsApp Support Line: 0600-123456 

 

APPENDIX A: Contact details for academic and non-academic support 

 Website for more detail of available support and contact details 

Faculty Management https://www.cput.ac.za/academic/faculties/engineering 

Department and programme details https://www.cput.ac.za/academic/faculties/engineering/departments 

Head of departments https://www.cput.ac.za/academic/faculties/engineering/faculty-
management) 

Academic and non-academic support units 

Centre for Innovative Educational 
Technology 

https://www.cput.ac.za/services/ciet 
 

Computer and Telecommunications 
Department (CTS) 

https://www.cput.ac.za/services/cts-services 

Department of Student affairs (DSA) Disability Unit 
https://www.cput.ac.za/services/disability 
Student development 
https://www.cput.ac.za/students/life/development 
Student Counselling 
https://www.cput.ac.za/students/life/counselling 
Clinic 
https://www.cput.ac.za/students/life/clinics 

Fundani https://www.cput.ac.za/services/fundani 
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