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David started his undergraduate studies at UCT. This has led to several 

qualifications spanning the Sciences, Innovation Management, Finance, 

Management, and Leadership. 

 

These include a Doctor of Philosophy Degree in Chemistry he obtained 

in 2000 in the United States as a Fulbright Scholar. 

 

His doctoral research focused on the Industrial Production of Detergent 

alcohols from Linear Alpha Olefins, a novel process that is listed by the 

prestigious Journal Science as one of the top ten challenges in all of Chemistry.  

 

David’s diverse research interests include Industrial Chemistry, Sustainability, and Innovation 

Management, specifically focusing on National and Regional Systems of Innovation. He has published 

papers, patents, book chapters, industrial proprietary know-how, and position papers as well as 

presented outputs at local and international conferences. 

 

Before joining CPUT in 2020, David held several positions at Sasol’s global Research and Development 

Division. He was part of the Research Group that developed amongst others the ModcoTM 

Hydroformylation Process, a ground breaking proprietary technology that enables Sasol to beneficiate 

its vast chemical streams. 

 

He left Sasol to become Chief Executive Officer of Tshumisano Trust, a Department of Science and 

Technology Entity to improve the competitiveness and innovation capacity of the Small and Medium 

Enterprises (SME's) in areas of National Priority. As of November 2009, it was incorporated, through an 

act of Parliament into what is now the Technology Innovation Agency (TIA) which has a presence here 

at CPUT with three Technology Stations in the Faculties of Applied Sciences and Engineering.  

 

He returned to Sasol in 2011 where he held several positions of increased seniority, culminating in 

being named Vice President: Centre Innovation and Business Impact until the end of 2019 when he left 

to join CPUT. 

 

Professionally, David has sat on the Boards of Foskor (Pty) Ltd (13 years) and Pikitup Johannesburg (Pty) 

Ltd (5 years) as an Independent, Non-Executive Director. He also served as Chair of the Vaal University 

of Technology Council for five years. 

 


