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As 2016 races to a close, 
SA’s tertiary institutions 
again face uncertainty and 
turmoil around the costs 
of higher education. All the 
better then, that CPUT’s 
alumni turned out strongly 
in August to elect a new 
executive committee of the 
Alumni Association. 

The six new leaders of the AA will 

serve for a period of 3 years and 

have already mapped out key 

strategies to strengthen and grow 

CPUT’s support base. 

AA chairperson, Sanele Zondi, 

(pictured here on the far right), 

deputy chairperson Lwandile 

Socikwa, Theresa Williams, Athenkosi Mbi and Wandisile Gajana 

will serve as ambassadors for CPUT, building communities with a 

collaborative approach and energetic spirit. They are tasked with 

working with Advancement department staff to develop and support 

the growth of our university. We wish them every success as we forge 

ahead in these challenging times. 

Despite the turbulence in higher education, inspirational graduates 

continue to be produced across the country and CPUT is no exception! 

There’s never been a better time to focus on alumni achievements - 

enjoy reading about CPUT’s movers and shakers in the pages below.

Val

JulIEn HaRDy
Team Manager, Century Racing

Feature film, Noem My Skollie, has been nominated as South Africa’s 
official selection to the 89th Annual Academy Awards (Oscars) in the 
category for Best Foreign Language Film Award.

The film is directed by first-time feature director and CPUT graduate, 
Daryne Joshua. Daryne has a National Diploma in Multimedia 
and also lectured in our Film & Video department.

Since graduating in 2004, I’ve done a range of things, and have changed my career 
twice during that time. I worked as a journalist for 5 years at Cape Community 
Newspapers (Independent News & Media). I also worked as a youth facilitator, 
running an after-school programme in Hout Bay, before starting my own NGO, 
called I Am Somebody! 

TOnI STuaRT

I co-founded it with Nicole le Roux, a story-teller 

and facilitator. We developed an 18-month Rites 

of Passage programme for 18 – 25-year-olds. Our 

aim was to create a programme that supported 

young adults to a) believe that they mattered and 

b) from this place of sustained and comprehensive 

self-belief, develop the capacity to live the lives 

they dreamed for themselves. The organisation 

closed in 2015 after 5 years and two successful 

programmes. 

I know pursue a full-time career as a poet. I’ve 

always loved poetry and writing, it was the reason I 

decided to study journalism in the first place. 

So, what does my “job” look like? I write poems, 

I perform poems and I run workshops or teach 

poetry in schools. I also collaborate with other 

artists – filmmakers, dancers, sound artists 

and visual artists to create live performances, 

installations for exhibitions or audio pieces that are 

available online. At present, I’m part of a poetry/

music duo, called Gertrude & Jemima. My band 

mate is Remi Graves, a drummer and poet, based 

in London. We met while I was doing my Masters 

in London in 2014/2015. Since returning to Cape 

Town, I travel back and forth to London regularly 

for work. I’ve also been fortunate enough to travel 

to a number of different places with my work: 

France, The Netherlands, Zimbabwe, Northern 

Ireland, Scotland, and later this year, I’ll be going 

to Ghana for the first time, which I’m very excited 

about. 

As a spoken word educator, my work entails 

developing innovative, creative and transformative 

ways of teaching poetry in the classroom. I’m also 

passionate about using poetry as a tool to talk 

about personal development, reconciliation & other 

social issues such as sexual & reproductive health, 

HIV/Aids, our history and identity. 

My philosophy of writing is: writing is the act of 

listening to one’s self. When I know how to listen 

to the voice of my own heart, I’m able to extend 

that compassion to someone else and really 

listen to them. I believe that this is how we build 

community: through listening. To me, poems are 

places of deep listening. Poems are places to 

discover ourselves and each other. This is why I 

write. 

You can explore more of Toni’s work here - 

definitely an artist to watch!

As a spoken 
word educator, 
my work entails 
developing 
innovative, 
creative and 
transformative 
ways of teaching 
poetry in the 
classroom. 
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Social cohesion, nation building and inclusiveness – all topics very much in the news at the moment. Once 
again, the Faculty of Business and Management Sciences in collaboration with the Alumni Office, recently 
hosted its annual Diversity Seminar on the Cape Town Campus to unpack these critical issues.

Artscape CEO, Marlene le Roux and full-time poet and performance artist, Toni Stuart encouraged the student audience to recognize and 

celebrate our differences. Students’ contributions in volunteering and giving back to the community was also honoured. 

OMT senior lecturer, Mandie Richards, praised students’ engagement with communities, saying that education is not just about one person 

being advantaged, but about the beneficial impact it can and does have on those around us. 

Students were treated to an outstanding performance from alumnus Toni Stuart, who has a National Diploma in Journalism. She spoke to us 

about her career success since then. 

Julien graduated in 2001 with a BTech Mech 
Eng and has worked himself up to a dream job 
at Century Racing, a rally-car manufacturer that 
competes in world-renowned races such as the 
Dakar rally. 

Julien spoke to us about his studies at CPUT and 
how he worked his way up to his exciting role in 
this unique industry. 

I had a great time during my 4 years at what was then called 

Cape Technikon, with generally good marks. Our class had the 

opportunity to build the Mini Baja buggie as our 4th year project. 

We qualified first in the main race in Pretoria and finished third 

overall.  That was enough to put me on the road to building real 

race cars.

My first job was at BAT Racing in Kyalami, Johannesburg. I 

was put in charge of design and manufacturing straight away, 

and within 8 months we had built and exported our first FIA 

specifications race car to Belgium to compete in various 

international races, including the Dakar rally.

I am now Team Manager at Century Racing, a position I’ve held 

since 2007. My job is multi-faceted: I personally design the 

car and its different systems, oversee the manufacturing and 

development work, and finally ensure that the cars are properly 

prepared before every race. I also look after the logistics when 

it comes to big races (Dakar, Abu Dhabi) and also deal with the 

customers who buy cars from us. 

With such a broad portfolio, I’ve become a specialist in many 

fields: CAD drawing and design, composite materials (which we 

do in-house), electrics and electronic systems, damper design, 

and welding - amongst others!

What are the things you love about your job – and what 

personality traits would you say are essential for dealing 

with the inevitable stresses of the job?

I love the possibility of creating a race car from a clean sheet of 

paper – that’s something very special!

There is lots of stress though – it takes a massive amount of hard 

work to achieve results in this type of racing. Little mistakes are 

very costly, resulting in non-finishes. Time pressure is constant, 

races don’t wait for you, so meticulous planning and anticipating 

potential problems is vital. Patience, calmness and determination 

are key.

God has a 
specific plan 
and purpose 
for your life 
tailor-made for 
you. It doesn’t 
fit someone 
else’s and 
someone else’s 
does not fit 
you! Just stick 
to what you do 
and do it with 
all your love.

Alumnus Chrystal Swanson is a woman of many talents and interests. A 
radiographer by training, Chrystal is also a singer and an author. She completed a 
National Diploma in Diagnostic Radiography in 1994.

She told us a little of her life journey since then….

CHRySTal SWanSOn

I studied during the nineties when CPUT was still 

referred to as Pentech. During those years we 

received all of our lectures at Tygerberg Hospital’s 

Radiography School, as we worked long hours and 

it was practical to have the students on site. As we 

attended hospital so often, we were also assigned 

to a roster, just like the qualified radiographers. We 

earned a salary and with my salary I could pay for 

my studies, as with my mom being divorced and 

not working, times were hard.

I’ve always loved my student days and the 

lecturers were all really phenomenal - one who 

particularly stands out for me is Mrs Daleen Venter.

I worked as radiographer at Mitchell’s Plan Medical 

Centre, now known as Melomed. Due to many 

financial responsibilities, I did locums for Libertas 

Hospital and Mitchell’s Plain & Elsies River Day 

Hospitals. 

I’ve also worked as an in-flight attendant at Sun 

Air and after flying with them for a few months I 

moved to SAA. I was privileged to see parts of the 

world I would not have ordinarily. I also worked as 

an office manager at my ex-husband’s paediatric 

practice at Empangeni in KZN. 

In addition to all these varied pursuits, I’ve always 

had a special love for music and released my first 

CD “I Turn to You”. This became a turning point in 

my life, a time where the rest of my life really began. 

After my divorce, I moved back to Cape Town and 

have returned to full time Radiography at a Medical 

Centre near Bellville.

In the past ten years living in Cape Town, I have 

released 2 more albums, “Counting my Blessings” 

and “Making a Difference”, a Christmas single, 3 

music videos and very recently a book, written by 

Award winning 

SABC journalist, 

Sisanda Nkoala.

My book is called 

“Shepherded, 

a Woman’s 

Triumph through 

Depression & 

Divorce”.

In April 2016, we 

had our first very successful launch at Centre for 

The Book here in Cape Town.

Since then, we have had another successful 

launch at Bellville Library and have received 

numerous responses from all who have read the 

book or heard parts of my story in the various 

radio interviews. Lots of people can identify with 

it. It tells the tale of my marriage, the pain of 

divorce, depression, the start of my singing career, 

a near death experience that followed years later 

and God’s plans for my future ahead. I share 

basic advice on how to cope with the issues that 

plagued me and this seems to have touched many 

of those who have read it.

I love meeting people! So many of my ex- patients 

have become dear friends over the years. I also 

like to think of myself as a Minister-in-Song. 

Someone who shares God’s love and message of 

hope through music.  When it comes to the music 

industry, one has to be very patient.  At times you 

have to work really hard in order to see progress.

Also, I would suggest that one should not compare 

yourself or your music ability to others. God has a 

specific plan and purpose for your life tailor-made 

for you. It doesn’t fit someone else’s and someone 

else’s does not fit you! Just stick to what you do 

and do it with all your love.

Support
talented
StudentS
Struggling
to fund
their
education
without coSting
you a cent.
Swipe your My School card when you 
shop at any partner store nationwide 
and a percentage of your purchase is 
donated to the CPUT Bursary Fund.

To change somebody’s future in 3 easy steps
1  Apply for a free card at www.myschool.co.za, 

by calling 0860 100 445 or at any Woolworths 
store.

2  Nominate the CPUT as your beneficiary
3  Swipe your card when you shop at any

 participating retailers, including Woolworths, 
Waltons, Reggies, Toys R Us, Engen, 
SupaQuick and Kalahari.com 

read 
here

Just in time for the season of giving - CPUT’s latest 
showcase of student and alumni talent, the Design 
Garage, is open for business.

The hip and happening space on the corner of De Villiers and 

Roeland Street lies in the heart of Cape Town’s emerging design 

precinct. Here you’ll find the creations of CPUT’s Informatics and 

Design alumni, students as well as designers from elsewhere, 

offering stunning fashion, furniture, jewelry, textile, graphic and 

industrial design products on sale to the public.

Design Garage manager, Pieter Cilliers, says since the launch, 

there’s been lots of interest, especially from neighbours and people 

that pass the building on a daily basis.

“Good publicity in the form of blog posts and newspaper articles 

have also brought in people. Alumni have been very excited to 

get their products into the shop, with many commenting that they 

wished something like this existed when they were studying. Design 

Garage is staffed by shop manager, Tracey-Lee Schwartz and is 

open Monday to Friday from 8am-4pm. 

Creating: Graeme Lategan and Jean Booysens of Crib Creations in front of their Staghead and Bird 
Hangar designs.

Jaya van den Berg and her X-Opener, specially 
designed to pop the caps off craft beer bottles.

Design 
garage 
wows the 
public with 
original, 
high-class 
alumni and 
student designs

“Imagining CPUT in the District 6 Community – 
Transformation and Memorialisation” – that was the 
theme of a recent gathering hosted by the university 
to explore the historically painful issues surrounding 
District 6, where CPuT’s Cape Town campus now lies. 

University and District 6 stakeholders shared ideas about the 
memorialisation of the site and ways of engaging the broader community 
in developing strategies to honour and develop this significant land.
William Petersen, a former resident of D6, now works in the tuck-shop 
on CPUT’s Cape Town campus. Born in 1955, William and his parents 
lived in Stone Street, literally around the corner from his tuck-shop. He 
gave us some insight into this once-thriving and charismatic community.

What was it like growing up in D6?
It was interesting because each child was everybody’s child. We called 
older people aunts, uncle, mother or father. Today, people separate 
each other by skin colour, calling each other “black”, “white”, coloured” 
etcetera. There was no such thing in D6. We didn’t know the difference 
between black, white and coloured because we were one family. The old 
government came and started separating us and said coloured people 
must go to Bontheuwel and Hanover Park, blacks to Gugulethu and 
Langa, whites to their own areas and so forth. That’s when we started to 
say, “I’m a coloured, that one is white, the other one is black.”

What is it about D6 that really captured the imagination of people 
across Sa - do you remember the vibe?
The people were very close. One thing that stood out for me about D6 

was that there were no homeless people. People cared for each other. 
On weekends, people would party and then perhaps someone would 
get into a fight. After they were done, they ended up shaking hands. 

There were gangsters, we differentiated them from how they dressed 
up. But they didn’t rob people and they only fought other gangsters. 
In 1966 or 1967, I remember that the gangsters had the biggest fight 
and the police couldn’t stop them. The priest at St Mark’s church, John 
da Costa, was the only one who managed to stop the fight. We had 
respect for religion at that time. When gangsters were gambling, the 
pastor would take their money and tell them if they wanted the money 
back he will see them in church on Sunday. 

I have so many good memories about the place. I remember that once, 
my younger brother was missing. There was a call to everyone in the 
community to help search for him. The next day, the police called to say 
they found a child. Someone found him in Buitenkant Street and kept 
him safe for the night. When we arrived the next morning, he didn’t want 
to come home - he wanted to stay with that family as they looked after 
him so well.

How did you feel about the removals - how old were you?
I was about 20. The streets and churches became empty. It was so 
frustrating because the government would come to you and say you are 
leaving tomorrow, without giving notice. They would provide transport 
and send you to your new place on the Cape Flats. 

What do you think about CPuT’s decision to engage in ways to 
honour D6?
I think it is a good idea because most students don’t know that this very 
campus where we are standing was District Six. It will educate, inform 
and remind people of this special area. 

District siXUpdate
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