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UPCOMING EVENTS

From paperless meetings 
to hosting interactive 
discussions and setting 
up lift clubs, CPUT staff 
are set to gain access to 
an online portal that will 
change the way we do 
business.

Connect is a portal put together 
by Web Developer Lovemore 
Nalube  along with Ashley 
Jones and  Web Editor, Marick 
Hornsveld and will go live in 
September.

The user-friendly system, 
accessed via the CPUT 
homepage, is an interactive and 
social space for work.

“It has all the bells and whistles 
of social networks like Facebook. 
However, the idea is that all 

these elements are now in a 
safe space that will enhance 
productivity at work,” says 
Nalube.

Similar to other social networks, 
each staff member will create 
a Connect profile that will 
showcase who you are, what 
you’re working on and possible 
areas for collaborations.  

And once logged in staff can 
find the expert help needed to 
complete a task, share important 
news, discuss major decisions, 
gather opinions and ideas from 
across CPUT and communicate 
in real time.

For example, Nalube says staff 
across campuses can hold 
brainstorming sessions via 
Connect.

“Imagine you have an idea and 
need input from 20 other staff 
members who are all on different 
campuses. The portal will allow 
you to connect virtually with your 
colleagues,” he says.

“All you need to do is post your 
idea and tag the staff you want 
to connect with.”

Other features include a Staff 
Voice area that will allow staff 
to post anonymous comments 
to the Vice-Chancellor, a 
transformation forum, a section 
for frequently asked questions, 
how-to guides and a document 
repository.

Hornsveld says features that 
will prove popular with staff 
are a buy and sell and lift club 
forum.

“You have to log into this 
system, so it is secure. You 
know who you are dealing with,” 
she says.

The lift club forum is also a 
starting point for staff to live 
more sustainably and will 
also solve parking problems 
at campuses and alleviate 
congestion problems on 
roads leading to CPUT, says 
Hornsveld.

For the past few months a group 
of CPUT staff have been testing 
the system and Jones says the 
feedback has been positive.

“Staff like the look and feel of 
the portal,” he says.

“If you are familiar with Facebook, 
then it is easy to get into.”

By CANDES KEATING

SOCIAL NETWORK INNOVATION
Exclusive CPUT online community goes live in September

WALL COMMENTS: A glimpse into CPUT Connect
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The lovely ladies of CPUT were spoiled with beauty 
treatments on Women’s Day. Compliments of the 
Marketing and Communications Department, women 
enjoyed a neck and shoulder massage, hand 
treatment or mehndi tattoo.

Spring graduation
This year CPUT will host two Spring Graduation 
ceremonies on the Bellville Campus.

The first ceremony will take 
place at 10am and will be 
followed by the second 
ceremony at 2pm.

Please check your 
newsflash folder for
more information.

Women’s Day 
Celebrations

WELLINgTON LIbrArY MAkEOVEr

The Wellington Campus 
Library is set for an 
extreme makeover.

The outdated library building, 
tucked away at the rear of 
the campus will be turned 
into a state-of-the-art modern 
structure, making it the hub of 
the campus.

Senior Librarian for branches, 
Petro Coreejes-brink, says 
one of the key features of the 
new two-storey facility will be 
a model school library that will 
offer students the opportunity 
to do work in a facility that is on 
par with what they can expect at 
schools. 

Coreejes-brink says even the 
shelves of this area will be lower 
than the rest of those found in 
the library.

Another new feature will be a 
media production office where 
students will have access to the 
latest technology.

USER FRIENDLY

“The library will also have an 
interactive teaching space. The 
students will be able to bring 
learners to the library and do 
practice teaching at campus,” 
says Coreejes-brink.

The library has also been 

designed to be much more user 
friendly than the current space, 
with student pods situated 
throughout and shelves placed at 
strategic points to absorb noise.

A permanent home for the 
Disability Unit has also been 
incorporated in the new design as 
well as a lift and ramps to cater 
for students living with disabilities.

Coreejes-brink says the project 
will span over the course of the 
year and will entail removing 
the current library roof and 
extending the space with a 
walkway that will join it up with 
the rest of the campus and the 
new student centre.

Staff members in the 
Faculty of Business have 
exchanged their private 
clothes for the university’s 
corporate clothing.

This month, the staff members 
started wearing the CPUT 
corporate uniforms which the 
faculty’s management bought for 
them. The move is the brainchild 
of the faculty’s manager Lulamile 
Ntonzima.

The uniform comes in both 
formal and casual wear.  

“It is compulsory for each one 
of us to wear the uniform,” says 
bukeka Morometsi. “We started 
on Friday, 15 August 2014, with 
our casual outfits.”

“It makes us feel that we have a 
sense of belonging, we are now 
committed to our work and feel 
disciplined as well,” she adds.

Suited and booted

perspective views of the library and student centre 
CPUT WELLINGTON 

Student centre view from the parking area 

Student centre view from the courtyard Library  View from  Pentz Street 

By CANDES KEATING

By KwANElE BuTANA

NEW: An outside view of the new Wellington Campus Library

UNIFORMITY: Business Faculty staff show-off their CPUT corporate clothing

HANDY: Linda Manashe and Pamella Rwayi getting a henna tattoo 
in Cape Town

BLISS: Hana Yunnus and Ilhaam Ernstzen having a hand treatment

SPOILT: Noami Williams and Portia Rhode enjoy a treatment on the 
Wellington Campus

FUN: A group of staff members from the Wellington Campus took 
advantage of the mini-manicures 

Business staffers adopt uniform
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CPUT dominated at the 
annual Open Design 
festival hosted at Cape 
Town City Hall from 13 to 
23 August.

From public talks by our 
academics to our 3-dimensional 
imaginethat* stand featuring 
some exciting innovations at the 
institution and showcasing our 
contributions to World Design 
Capital 2014, it was hard to miss 
our presence.

One area that attracted special 
attention was the Industrial, 
Surface and Fashion design 
showcase. Of particular interest 
were the bTech Industrial Design 
r5k projects which are at 
completion stage.

The r5k project is an official 
WDC project and tasks students 
with producing, marketing then 
selling a product with the ultimate 
aim of earning r5000 or more. 
Previous groups have earned 
in excess of r140 000 and the 
products continue to sell long 
after graduation.

This year the products, which 
have taken on a uniquely South 
African theme, include Hey 
Presto a nifty food dehydrator, 
The braai Tool and the kegs on 
Legs a portable braai made out of 
recycled beer kegs.

The products go 
on sale soon and 
there is already a 
waiting list for all of 
the items.

PROJECTS

Other CPUT World Design Capital 
Projects can also be seen at 
the 3-dimensional imagintethat* 
stand including Fashion’s Active 
Mobility Wear, the Informal Trader 
Project, CPUT Formula Student, 
PLMCC and the Shell Eco 
Marathon Concept Vehicle. The 
stand also showcases exciting 
projects which have not yet been 
recognised. 

Another space is the My Dream 
World project (WDCproject #305) 
which is a collaborative project 
between academics, designers 
and artists from Finland, the 
South African San Institute and 
Vikki du Preez from the Faculty 
of Informatics and Design at 
CPUT. 

The cultural project carries out 
workshops and joint exhibitions 
with Namibian and South African 
youths and aims to establish new 
design tools to be utilized by the 
target group. 

To see CPUT’s recognised 
World Design Capital Projects 
go to www.imaginethat.org.za.

research revival

An international expert 
in sustainable design 
will be calling CPUT 
home till September.

So far Prof Ezio Manzini has 
been very busy sharing his 
expertise during twice a month 
dialogues which are open to 
the public, been a speaker 
at Open Design Festival and 
will be the keynote speaker at 
CPUT’s own upcoming Design 
Development and research 
Conference in September.

His stay was funded by 
Dr Chris Nhlapo’s office 
since his specialty matches 
CPUT’s research focus area 

number seven, Design for 
Sustainability.

Manzini’s talk at Open Design 
festival was very well attended 
and enjoyed an even more 
impressive turnout when he 
teamed up with CPUT’s Dr 
Mugendi M’rithaa who is also 
president of the International 
Council of Societies of 
Industrial Design- the body 
that administers WDC.

Manzini says he is excited 
to be in Cape Town and 
has enjoyed his jam-packed 
schedule thus far. He returns in 
October for the WDC Design 
Policy Conference.

bruce Snaddon who heads 
up the imaginethat* office, 
which coordinates all of 
CPUT’s World Design Capital 
projects, says it is a coup for 
the institution to have attracted 
a respected researcher like 
Manzini.

By lAuREN KANSlEy

By lAuREN KANSlEy

INTERESTING: The Braai Tool, the Hey Presto Dehydrator and the Kegs on Legs

Visit from Sustainable Design expert 

OPEN DESIGN 
DOMINATION

ShowCASING PRINS
CPUT’s formula-one 
racing car is back 
on South African soil 
after a long journey 
from UK, where 
students competed in 
the Formula Student 
Event.

The CPUT Formula Student 
is a recognised World Capital 

Design Project and recently, 
along with the 2012 racing car 
was displayed at the Open 
Design event in Cape Town.
 
During the next few weeks the 
Formula Team will showcase 
the racing car at CPUT 
campuses in the hope to 
recruit students from across 
faculties that will start work on 

CPUT’s third racing car.
Named Prins, after the Vice-
Chancellor, the car will also 
make its rounds to schools 
where students will promote 
the exciting programmes on 
offer at CPUT.

To follow the activities of the 
CPUT Formula Student go 
to www.imaginethat.org.za.

By CANDES KEATING

WELCOME BACK: The CPUT Formula Student is a recognised World Capital Design Project

BUSY: Prof Ezio Manzini 
during his talk at Open Design 
Festival
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From getting a first-hand 
look at a body scanner to 
seeing how garments are 
manufactured, these were 
just some of the highlights 
for learners who attended 
this year’s Clothing 
and Textile Technology 
Department Open Day.

The Open Day is a permanent 
feature on the department’s 
calendar and each year staff and 
students manage to come up 
with new and exciting ways of 
showcasing their programme.

This year learners made mood 

boards, visited the computer labs, 
stepped inside the body scanner 
and had the opportunity to take a 
closer look at different fabrics.

grade 11 learner, Munnera 
george, from Voorbrug 
Secondary in Delft, says the 
highlight of her day was stepping 
inside the body scanner, which is 
one of few in South Africa.

Lecturer Shahieda September 
says this year students took 
centre stage. September 
says when showcasing the 
programme learners relate better 
to students who can provide 
them with first-hand information.

By CANDES KEATING

By CANDES KEATING
By CANDES KEATING

Tracking The king 
of The jungle
Studying lions is not a 
task for the faint hearted, 
but for Otto and Maya 
Beukes this is part of their 
daily routine.

The duo is based at the kgalagadi 
Transfrontier Park, which straddles 
the border between South Africa 
and botswana. Here they are 
spearheading the kgalagadi Lion 
Project, as part of their Masters 
research in the field of Nature 
Conservation.

The project, a collaboration 
between CPUT and the South 
African National Parks, was 
initiated after a survey found a 
skewed sex ratio in favour of 
lion males which could result 

in a collapse of the park’s lion 
population.

The duo are conducting a detailed 
study on the lion population by 
collecting critical information 
on their demography and 
dietary patterns that will inform 
management decisions in the Park.

PROGRESS

based in the park since late 2013, 
the couple has already identified 
195 lions. 

“We consider this a great 
success but, this is still only the 
start,” says Maya.

“It is only now that we start seeing 

associations between individuals, 
movement patterns, and birth and 
mortality rates.” 

The lions move immense 
distances between the riverbeds 
and dunes and Maya says 
they recently followed a pride 
for 17 km through the dunes as 
they searched for food. They 
also followed a male who was 
patrolling his territory for 20 km.

And when not tracking the 
lions, the couple are conducting 
scat (faeces) analysis or direct 
observations to determine the 
lions’ diet.

“Using scats to determine the prey 
species consumed is the type of 

job one would normally turn ones 
nose up at, but this is a critical 
method in identifying lion diet,” 
says Maya.

“Scat analysis importantly 
identifies smaller prey items 
such as steenbok and 
porcupine which is typically 
hard to identify using one of 
the other observation techniques.”

The couple has witnessed 56 lion 
feedings and so far have found 
gemsbok to be the most popular 
menu item followed by wildebeest. 

The project will be wrapped up by 
December 2015.

For updates on the Kgalagadi 
Lion Project see www.
kalaharilions.co.za 

Staying ahead in a 
technology driven industry 
is hard work and a group 
of postgraduate electrical 
engineering students 
recently got a taste of 
what to expect in industry.

The students, who are based 
at the Centre for Substation 
Automation and Energy 
Management Systems (CSAEMS), 
joined a group of industry 
technicians and engineers for a 
week-long training programme 
on real- Time Discrete Simulation 
(rTDS) Technology.

This technology is key to ensuring 
South Africa’s lights stay switched 
on and is also one of the flagship 
training programmes offered at 
the bellville based CSAEMS.

Dr bruce rigby, from etalumiSe 
Pty (Ltd), who presents the 
course annually, says the 
training is important to ensure 
students are kept abreast with 
the latest developments in a fast 

paced industry.

During the course of the week, 
rigby also installed a third rack 
on an existing real-time simulator 
at the CSAEMS, an important 
piece of training equipment.

“This will allow more students to 
use the device at the same time 
and to simulate bigger power 

networks,” says rigby.

Prof raynitchka Tzoneva, who 
heads up the CSAEMS says the 
researchers and the students are 
very excited with extension of the 
simulator, which was financed 
by the industrial partners Alectrix 
Pty (Ltd) and MbSA Consulting 
Pty (LTD) and the existing THrIP/
NrF grant. 

By  CANDES KEATING

Staying ahead

Open day flair

UPSKILLING: Dr Bruce Rigby (left) with the course participants and 
Prof Raynitchka Tzoneva (right)

ON WATCH: Otto and Maya Beukes are studying lions as part of their 
Masters’ research project in Nature Conservation

Degrees committee goes online

Improved record keeping, 
accuracy and a smoother 
work flow process are 
just some of the benefits 
of the new online system 
introduced by the Higher 
Degrees Committee 
(HDC).

This innovative system recently 
went live and is set to transform 
the operations of this committee 
who is tasked with managing 
all processes related to post-
graduate research at CPUT.

Director of the Centre for 
Postgraduate Studies, Prof 
Michael McPherson, says 
previously there was an extensive 
paper trail, including a large 

number of forms that students 
and staff to had complete. 

but thanks to the user-friendly 
system, everything is digitised.

DIGITISED

When logged into the system, 
members of the committee can 
view various information 
categorised in several lists. This 
includes the name of students, 
their research proposal title 
as well as the name of the 
supervisor and examiners. 

Users can also view if a research 
proposal has been approved or 
declined and at what stage of the 
process it is.

“We are able to monitor the 
progression of students from 
their registration right up 
until their graduation,” says 
McPherson.

“This will help us to quality 
control the postgraduate 
experience.”

McPherson says the system also
generates an agenda for the 
faculties and HDC as well as 
minutes.

The idea to digitise this process 
was originally spearheaded 
by the late Prof Pieter van 
brakel along with Deputy Vice-
Chancellors Dr Chris Nhlapo and 
Prof Anthony Staak.

PERFECT CUT: Learners from a local school watch on as a CPUT student 
shows them the cutting process

CREATIVE: Learners participated in making mood boards

Skilling students for energy sector
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Service-learning success MatHS MaKEoVEr 
For CarEEr Fair

GIVING BACK

By KwANElE BuTANA

By lAuREN KANSlEy

By CANDES KEATING

By KwANElE BuTANA

When Dr Karen Dos Reis 
started an accounting 
tutor programme in 
2012 at the Thandokhulu 
High School in Mowbray, 
she never imagined it 
would one day expand 
to 13 schools.

A lecturer in the Department 
of Further Education 
and Training, Dos reis is 
spearheading the  Accounting 
Intervention Programme, which 
sees CPUT students  tutor 
close to 400 learners on 
Saturdays at the Mowbray 
Campus.

And thanks to CPUT Service 
Learning Manager, Jacqui 
Scheepers, learners also get a free 
meal from the Peninsula School 
Feeding Association.

To run the classes Dos 
reis relies on help from her 
academically deserving senior 
students who tutor the learners, 
and in the process gain the 
valuable and necessary teaching 
experience.

Dos reis, who is also a CPUT 
alumnus, says this programme is 
the most inspiring aspect of her 
job.

“I want to promote service-
learning and its effects on society,” 
she says.

 “I will not stop giving back to the 
community, as I consider myself 
to be a brand Ambassador for 
CPUT.”

While the learners benefit from the 
programmes, Dos reis says the 
students also gain valuable and 
necessary teaching experience.

Thandokhulu High School 
Principal Jimmie de Villiers says 
they appreciate her positive and 
supportive attitude.

Education lecturers 
are doing their bit to 
improve math and 
science education at 
rural schools.

An inter-varsity research project, 
which is led by Dr Lungi Sosibo 
from the Faculty of Education 
and Social Sciences, is in full 
swing in the Vhembe District of 
Limpopo.

The project focuses on teacher 
training in math, science, 
languages and ICT and 
was funded by the National 
research Foundation to the 
tune of almost r1 million.

recently Sosibo and her 
colleagues, Dr Stanley Adendorff 
and  Dr Oscar koopman, joined 
researchers from the University 
of South Africa(Unisa)  and the 
University of Venda (UniVen) in 
Limpopo, where they rolled out 
the training.

The three-day series of 
workshops was attended by 
27 teachers, three curriculum 
advisors and a district manager 
from the provincial Department 
of Education.

“For me the most inspiring 

experience was to see the 
dedication of the facilitators 
from the three participating 
institutions and the motivation 
of the teachers to learn from 
them,” says Sosibo.

The research team intends to 
run a series of workshops every 
year for over three years. 

Adendorff, who facilitates the 
math workshops, says they are 
geared towards empowering 
the teachers to look at new 
ways of making the subject 
exciting.

“I use primitive tools to assure 
the teachers that they don’t 
need expensive equipment,” he 
says. 

koopman says they were 
honoured to work with the 
science teachers and say they 
are now equipped to go back 
to their classrooms and make 
science more meaningful to 
their learners by using lived 
-experience approaches in their 
teaching.

The other facilitators were Dr 
Mamotena Mpeta  from UniVen 
and Unisa’s Dr Awelani Mudau 
and Dr Moshe Phoshoko.  

Making learning fun

Lecturer runs Accounting tutorials for learners

Sophisticated software will 
expand offerings

CAPACITY BUILDING: Facilitators, curriculum advisors and teachers who 
attended the maths and science workshops in Limpopo

The Applied Sciences 
Faculty may be the 
smallest faculty at 
CPUT, but when it 
comes to Service-
Learning (SL) projects 
they are one of the 
leaders at the university.

From developing training for 
fish mongers at the kalk bay 
Harbour to helping rural flower 
farmers grow their business, 
students and staff are using 
their skills to make a difference 
in a number of communities.

And to make sure they keep 
on growing SL projects in their 
faculty, the group of lecturers, 
driving these projects recently 
met at the bellville Campus to 
discuss past, current and new 
projects.

Dr Felix Nchu, who is 
spearheading SL in the 
Horticulture Department, 
says students’ hard work on 
projects have paid off.

One such project is the 
development of an organic 
vegetable garden at a crèche in 
Cape Town in 2013. Nchu says 
today the vegetable garden 
acts as a permanent food 
supply for the crèche.

This year, the bTech 
horticulture class have turned 

their attention to the rural 
Elim community and are 
assisting with a flower farming 
project, while another group 
of horticulture students have 
teamed up with mechanical 
engineering students to design 
and implement an ambitious 
aquaponics project.

Meanwhile, students from the 
Maths and Physics Department 
have just rolled out a maths 
and chemistry high school 
tutoring project. 

The project comes after a 
similar project piloted last year 
resulted in an increase in both 
maths and maths literacy pass 
rates at a local school, says 
lecturer Thomas Farrar.

Manager of SL, Jacqueline 
Scheepers, commended the 
lecturers and students and 
encouraged them to continue 
working with communities.

“Lecturers must look at SL as 
part of teaching and research 
and not as an added task,” she 
says.

Assistant Dean, Dr bhekumusa 
Ximba says while some 
departments still need to get 
on board, he is positive that 
such workshops will encourage 
more lecturers to take up SL 
projects.

The annual CPUT career 
fair will get better each 
year if these Mathematics 
Technology students have 
their way.

They surveyed hundreds of 
students who attended the Fair 
at the Cape Town and bellville 
campuses to establish how the 
event could improve.

Feedback included using a larger 
venue, having a greater variety of 
vendors available and making sure 
the companies invited appealed to 
students in all faculties.

Ncombo Asanda, Philasande 
Nqwena and Nkukwana Ntlahla 
will analyse the data then feed it 
into specialised statistics software 
called SPSS.

The results will be collated and 
fed back to event organiser and 
manager of the Co-operative 
Education unit Fundiswa Nofemela.

The event also saw the launch of 
the Career Portal which moves 
away from a paper-based way 
of recruiting students to an 
online version which will enable 
companies to recruit students 
directly.

HARD WORKERS: The group of lecturers who are driving Service-Learning 
projects in the Faculty of Applied Sciences

METICULOUS: Maths Tech students 
with their surveys

INSPIRATION: Dr Karen Dos Reis from the Department of Further Education and 
Training is improving the lives of high school learners
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CULINARY CRUSADER

MatriC 
MaKEoVEr

By lAuREN KANSlEy

By KwANElE BuTANA

A CPUT staff member is 
competing in one of the 
most popular cooking 
competitions in the world.

Abigail Mbalo is a participant in 
Series 3 of Masterchef South 
Africa currently being screened 
on DSTV.

Mbalo has been a CPUT 
employee for six years and works 
as a Dental Technologist at the 
Tygerberg campus.

Apart from fixing smiles in her 
day to day job she has also 
been spreading love through her 
cooking for years. After losing 
a brother to diabetes in 2007 
Mbalo became passionate about 
changing the eating habits of the 

black middle class.

“I observed that people would 
normally visit their families and 
friends in the townships and 
socialising would take place in 
areas of tshisanyama (braai) or 
where there is alcohol. but what 
got my attention were the eating 
habits which was a plate piled high 
with meat and nothing healthy to 
accompany it,” she says.

Mbalo and her husband then 
experimented with a menu of 
healthy dishes which they sold 
at her brother’s sports café in 

khayelisha. The success of her 
venture proved that there was 
an appetite for healthier eating in 
townships.

While Mbalo can’t reveal 
too much about her role in 
Masterchef she says the show 
will give her a platform to explore 
her culinary crusade.

“I want to create happy, healthy 
moments through food, just the 
way our mothers did,” she says.

Watch Mbalo every Thursday at 
7.30pm on Mnet channel 101. 

Education expert joins CPUT

Top academic and 
C-rated social scientist, 
Prof Azeem Badroodien, 
has been appointed 
as the Deputy Director 
of the Centre for 
International Teacher 
Education (CITE), which 
is linked to the Research 
Chair in Teacher 
Education.

Housed in the Faculty of 
Education and Social Sciences, 
CITE is an international centre 
of excellence for research and 
dialogue about education policy 
and teacher education.

Its research focus areas include 
analysing the impact of initial 
teacher training programmes 
and continuing professional 
development training 
programmes. 

badroodien has been tasked 
to build and support research 
capacity in teacher education 
and develop capacity in the 
supervision of postgraduate 
students.

“We are expected to develop 
the kind of research that 
generates solid evidence for 
policy-making and to further 
contribute to the faculty’s 
research outputs,” he says.  

However, badroodien is also 
looking forward to conducting 
research in the field of 

Vocational Education (VE), the 
area of study he first embarked 
on in his academic career.

RESEARCH

His previous research work 
focused on juvenile delinquency 
and how VE is used to address 
the emerging issues, but 
badroodien is now keen on 
analysing the education and 
teaching dimensions around 
this.

“I’m currently working on the 
evolving history of teacher 
education policy since 1994 and 
placing that against the larger 

international landscape.”

badroodien graduated with a 
doctorate from the University of 
the Western Cape and worked 
as a Chief research Specialist 
in Education at the Human 
Sciences research Council for 
more than five years.

He was permanently employed 
at Nottingham University, 
Uk, for two years at the 
UNESCO Centre for 
Comparative International 
research, before spending the 
last seven years at the University 
of Stellenbosch as a Sociologist 
and Historian in Education.

Two orphans had 
a red carpet fashion 
moment after 
designer-to-the-stars 
and CPUT lecturer 
Jas Myburgh 
designed their 
matric ball dresses.

Myburgh recently made 
front page headlines after he 
designed the dresses worn 
by local lass Tannit Phoenix 
at the Maleficent movie 
premiers around the world.

The matriculants were 
selected by the Pay-it-
Forward Foundation which 
funds a number of projects 
with the SA children’s home 
each year, one of which is to 
do a head to toe makeover 
for a few students for their 
matric dance.

Myburgh says the girls 
enjoyed the full “Jas” 
experience which included 
consultations, fabric 
shopping, fittings and final 
styling on the day.

“I have been part of this 
project for a few years now 
and it gets better every 
year,” he says.

Along with colleague Martha 
Nelson the pair finished the 
dresses in record time.

both girls selected dresses 
inspired by designs they saw 
in a magazine but Myburgh 
says he customized them to 
suit the girls better.

Teresa Diamond’s black 
velvet long sleeve dress 
featured a hand-beaded 
bodice while Aisha Minani’s 
red satin gown sported 
white crystal cuffs.

To complete the looks they 
also wore heels, courtesy of 
Foschini, and professionally-
styled hair and makeup.

“Jas you are an angel sent 
from heaven and I just want 
to say thank you for all the 
trouble,” says Aisha.

Staffer makes it onto Masterchef TV show

CPUT is attracting some of the country’s top researchers

PASSIONATE: Abigail Mbalo DELICIOUS: Mbalo’s dishes focus on slow cooking the traditional way

EXPERIENCE: C-rated social scientist, Prof Azeem Badroodien, joins CPUT 
as the Deputy Director of the Centre for International Teacher Education in 

the Faculty of Education and Social Sciences

PROF ESTERHUYSE 
REMEMBERED
By lAuREN KANSlEy

By lAuREN KANSlEy

Condolence messages 
for Prof Johan 
Esterhuyse have 
streamed in since his 
passing in August.

Here is how some of his 
colleagues and friends 
remember him.

“It will be extremely difficult to 
fill the huge gap left by Johan,”
- biomedical Science programme at 
Polytechnic of Namibia.

“Your passing is a sad loss to 
the Khula programme and the 
quiet advancing of equity in 
biomedical sciences,” 
– george Mvalo

“We will always remember Prof 
Johan Esterhuyse as an excellent 
Physiology lecturer and a great 
colleague,”
- CPUT Consumer Science: Food and 
Nutrition programme

“He was always such a 
gentleman and the profession 
will miss his valuable 
contribution,”
- staff of Department of Medical 
Laboratory Sciences, NMMU

DREAM COME TRUE: Jas 
Myburgh with Aisha Minani and 
Teresa Diamond

FOND MEMORIES: Prof Esterhuyse 
at his desk back in 2006

Myburgh’s magic 
sprinkled over 
orphans
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LAw mAKers
By KwANElE BuTANA

After a long and rigorous 
process, which began in 
2011, the CPUT Student 
Representative Council 
(SRC) Constitution was 
recently signed into law.

The ceremony saw Vice-
chancellor, Dr Prins Nevhutalu, 
and Central SrC (CSrC) 
president Mbongiseni Mbatha, 

sign the document in front 
of witnesses, registrar Nikile 
Ntsababa and Dean of Students 
Cora Motale.

Nevhutalu says the constitution 
is a good document which 
defines how the university should 
go about regulating students’ 
behavior and that it was in line 
with the country’s constitution.

He called for the document’s 
contents to be put into practice.

“We must live according to this 
document, we should cater for 
the interests of students,” he 
says.

Motale says the constitution 
was a locally grounded but 
globally relevant document which 
stipulates that to run for SrC 
elections, a candidate must 
obtain a minimum average of 
65% in their course of study.
Motale also announced the 
establishment of a President’s 
Club which will consists of former 
SrC presidents.

Mbatha says they welcome the 
document that will play a key role 
at the university. 

The initial review process of 
the document was facilitated by a 
Johannesburg-based company, 
EISA, who also assisted in 
developing its second and third 
drafts. 

“There were a number of meetings 
between the Department of 

Student Affairs (DSA) and the 
CSrC before a draft was served 
to the Council in 2012,” says DSA 
head Malinge gqeba.

After undergoing several 
changes, the last draft was 
served at the Council meeting 
which was held in March.

SRC Constitution passed

By CANDES KEATING

By KwANElE BuTANA

Coming up with new 
ideas and developing 
prototypes is what drives 
Takunda Gwanzura, an 
ambitious third-year 
Analytical Chemistry 
student.

Takunda has spent the past 
few months hard at work at 
a laboratory on the bellville 
Campus, researching and 
developing an organic solar cell.

And his tireless efforts have paid 
off. recently Takunda conducted 
tests on his organic solar cell 
and initial results show that it 
generates approximately 1.2 
vaults of energy.

This is a major achievement, with 

similar types of organic solar 
cells generating far lower vaults 
of energy, says Takunda.

What sets this project apart from 
others developed is Takunda’s 
unique formula that relies on 
local material.

“This organic solar cell is made 
up of a vegetable and a locally 
grown plant,” he says. 

Takunda says coming up with 
the formula was the hardest part 
of the project as he wanted to 
make use of ingredients that 
would be easily available and 
cost-effective.

Unlike the process followed to 
manufacture standard solar 

panels, Takunda’s manufacturing 
process relies on green 
technology and no carbon dioxide 
is released during the process.

“This product is amazing 
because its developed from a 
natural process,” he says.

“The next step is to combine the 
organic solar cells and to make a 
100 vault solar panel,” he says.

Bright Spark applause for Horticulture students
Student develops new technology

INVENTOR: Takunda Gwanzura  
shows off the solar cell 

By lAuREN KANSlEy

The Departments of 
Architectural Technology 
and Interior Design 
stole the show at the 
recent International UIA 
Otherwhere Architectural 
Congress in Durban.

referred to by industry 
insiders as the  “World Cup” of 
Architecture, students from both 
departments were sponsored or 
funded their own trip to Durban 
to take part in the once-in-a-
lifetime experience.

Two students from the new part 
time bTech programme, which 

is presented in collaboration with 
OpenArchitecture, produced 
two winners in the International 
Otherwhere Healthcare 
competition which tasked 
students with providing healthcare 
solutions for the vibrant Warwick 
Junction market in Durban. 

Eugene Henning was awarded 
as overall international winner 

and Ayanda Ntsingana took the 
third place in the South African 
student category.

Additionally all student 
participants assisted in the 
creation of the International 
Student Charter which will be 
passed on to the students at 
the next conference in 2017 in 
Seoul.

DesIGN 
DUO
CPUT is big winner at 
Architecture Congress

HARD WORK: Eugene Henning and Ayanda Ntsingana

A group of second-year 
Horticulture students 
were lauded for their 
excellent performance 
at the companies where 
they completed their 
Work Integrated Learning 
module.

Phathuxolo Magula, Nkosinathi 
Silanda, Sibulele Sidawu and Avuyile 
Luxande received certificates and 
tools from LandsCape Art, the 
company that hosted them.

Nkosinathi was also presented 
with a laptop for his dedication 
and impeccable work ethic.

LandsCape Art owner, Anne 
Pierce, says the students did 
valuable work for her company 
while gaining the necessary work 
experience. 

Three students were paid but 
Nkosinathi, who worked on a 
volunteer basis, was head and 
shoulders above the rest, says 
Pierce.

Students kyle Wilson, Amanda 
Duku, khayalethu Feleni and 
Sanelisiwe Sogwagwa were 
also recognised by the 
kirstenbosch National botanical 
gardens for their sterling 
work.

The group initially were 
volunteers at the gardens, but 
with SETA funding they were 
awarded stipends.

Dr Lalini reddy, WIL co-ordinator 
in the Faculty of Applied 
Sciences, says the student’s high 
work ethic will set them apart 
from other job-seekers. 

“You will now be head-hunted,” 
say reddy.

Head of the Horticulture 
Department, Prof Charl 
Laubscher, thanked everyone 
involved for their hard work. 

“It’s great to receive good 
feedback from employers,” says 
Laubscher.

RECOGNIZED: Melanie Uhuaba, WIL Placement Officer in the Department of 
Horticulture, and students, Sanelisiwe Sogwagwa, Kyle Wilson and Amanda 
Duku show their certificates of recognition

TRAILBLAZERS: LandsCape Art’s Anne Pierce praised the four students who 
have just completed their WIL training at her company 

SIGNING: From left; Registrar Nikile Ntsababa, Vice-Chancellor, Dr Prins 
Nevhutalu, SRC president Mbongiseni Mbatha and Cora Motale, Dean of 

Students, celebrate the signing of the SRC constitution

STUDENT ASSEMbLY

The Central SRC recently held its first Student Assembly 
in a format of Parliament at the City of Cape Town Council 
Chambers.

The assembly created a platform for students to speak with 
the SRC and also to define the characteristics and spirit 
of a great University in support of the university’s drive to 
become a great institution. 
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CPUT BULLETIN DISCLAIMER
This publication is produced by 
the Communications Office of 
the Cape Peninsula University 
of Technology. 

If your department does not 
receive copies of the CPUT 
bulletin, please inform us by 
sending a request to 
news@cput.ac.za

The Communications Office 
strives to deliver accurate 
reporting and interesting 
stories, but cannot take 
responsibility for inaccurate 
information supplied to us by 
your department. We hope 
you enjoy the read and look 
forward to seeing stories from 
your department next month.

By CANDES KEATING 

bY kWANELE bUTANA

Chad Smitsdorff and 
Bonga Kalipa’s natural 
talent for basketball is 
paying off.

These CPUT students have 
secured a coveted spot on the 
South African Student Team 
that will compete in the CSA 
games in Zambia this August.

Their excellent performance 
during the USSA 2014 
basketball National 
Championships in July earned 
them the title of Allstars, a 
recognition bestowed on 
the top five players of the 
tournament.

A first-year IT student, Chad 
has been playing basketball 
since the age of nine and at 
the start of this year moved 
from the Mitchell’s Plain based 
gladiator Club to CPUT Cats.

“I’ve grown so much in this 
team,” he says.

“I’m getting exposure, learning 
new techniques and improving 
my game.”

but Chad, who plays the position 
of point guard, attributes his 
success to his team, who earlier 
this year won the Western Cape 
basketball league.

“The team spirit is great, so 
you are motivated to win all the 
time,” says Chad. 

And bonga, a second-year 
Mechanical Engineering student 
agrees.

 “The CPUT Cats team is like a 
family. We work well together,” 
he says.

 bonga joined the team in 2013 

and has moved up the ranks to 
the position of shooting guard, 
which is one of key positions in 
a basketball team.

“I am very excited about this 
opportunity,” he says.

Assistant coach, Matome 

Mokoena, says he is proud of 
the players’ achievement.

“This is exciting because two 
players out of a squad of 12 are 
from CPUT. Other universities 
don’t even have a player in the 
national team. This puts CPUT 
on the map,” says Mokoena.

ALL STArS

BOWLED OVER

CPUT has celebrated 
being accepted into the 
Western Province Cricket 
Association by launching 
a Cricket Club.

During the recent launch at the 
Cape Town Campus, which 
was attended by more than 
30 students who aspire to be 
cricketers, the club’s interim 
executive committee outlined its 
vision for the upcoming season.

“The launch is a start and we 
are building for the future,” 
Deputy Chairman and CPUT 
Sports Development Officer, Ivan 
booysen, told the students.

“The facilities such as the field 
and equipment are ready.”

Committee member and Sports 
Development Officer, Tyrone 
Africa, attributed the university’s 
poor run of results at the 
University Sports South Africa 
(USSA) games in previous years 
to the fielding of cricket players 
who were not used to playing 

with each other due to the 
various campuses that constitute 
CPUT.

Africa says in the past it 
was difficult to gather all the 
cricketers on one campus for 
practice sessions, but was 
counting on the commitment of 
the new players and committee 
members to produce a 
formidable team.

CPUT is in talks with the 
association to recommend a list 
of coaches from which the club 
would select the new coach. 

The committee urged the players 
to be disciplined and to create 
a social atmosphere in the team 
that would be conducive for 
making friends on and off the 
pitch.

The association’s cricket season 
commences in October when 
the club’s two teams will be 
plying their trade in the second 
and third divisions, respectively. 

The club will participate in the 
USSA games scheduled to take 
place in November in Alice, 
Eastern Cape.

Practice sessions will commence 
at the bellville Campus later this 
month at 17H00 on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays as well as at 
10H00 on Sundays.

For more information contact 
Tulani Gulubele at 073 894 
8079 or on tulanigulubele@
gmail.com. 

Follow the club on Twitter (@
CPUT_Cricket) and like its 
Facebook page, CPUT Cricket 
Club.

Handing them a 
bright future

SLAM DUNK: Chad Smitsdorff, Matome Mokoena and Bonga Kalipa

SPORT: CPUT has launched a 
Cricket Club

GRATEFUL: The SA Handball team boasts three members from CPUT 

By lAuREN KANSlEy

Handball has opened 
lots of doors for the 
students and staff of 
CPUT.

Most recently three members 
of the team, including South 
African Handball President 
ruth Saunders, travelled to 
Zambia to compete in the 
Zone 6 International Handball 
competition as part of the 
South African Handball team.

Team captain Shaun Mokhine 
says in his 20 years of playing 

the sport he has enjoyed many 
benefits like travelling the world 
and meeting fellow Handball 
enthusiasts.

“Even my studies here at 
CPUT have been paid for by 
Handball and I have travelled to 
Denmark, Hungary, Tanzania, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and 
Tunisia,” he says.

Saunders, who is also the 
President of Zone 6, says more 
students should be encouraged 
to play the sport because there 

is a great push for it to grow in 
South Africa.

South Africa has reached 
the finals of Zone 6 IHF 
competition since its inception 
in 2006 however always faces 
stiff competition from the 
Mozambique team.

CPUT recently hosted 
german Handball coach klaus 
Feldmann who dedicated a 
large portion of his five week 
trip to working intensely with 
the team.

Handball praised for its benefits

Cricket Club launched


