
Spring Graduation was 
a bittersweet occasion 
because it was the final 
graduation ceremony 
to be officiated over by 
out-going Vice-Chancellor 
Prof Vuyisa Mazwi-Tanga.

Mazwi-Tanga used the 
opportunity to welcome and 
introduce Vice-Chancellor 
Designate Dr Prins Azwitevhelwi 
Nevhutalu to the audience, joking 
that the event was a practice 
run for him before he officially 
assumes duties next year.

She praised Dr Nevhutalu’s 
wealth of experience in the
higher education sphere and 
assured the gathering that CPUT 
would flourish under his capable 
care.
  
During her tenure Mazwi-Tanga 
has cultivated CPUT into one of 
the leading research universities 
in the country and the lead is sure 
to be maintained this year as 695 
qualifications were conferred, 
including 36 Masters and 11 
Doctorates.

“Our vision is to be at the heart 
of technology and innovation,” 
Mazwi-Tanga told the packed 
audience.

“We have made great strides 
in advancing research and are 
regarded as a leading research 
university, even surpassing 
traditional universities in our 
output.” 

Advice

Spring Graduation recognises the 
work of students who graduated 
at the end of the first semester 

and post graduates who 
submitted thesis’ after April.
Guest Speaker Fred Jacobs, a 
well-regarded professional in the 
shipping and maritime industries, 
had wise advice not only for the 
graduates but also for their proud 
family and friends.

His life lessons included being 
careful with what you say, not 
making assumptions, not taking 
things personally, listening 
carefully and finally, being proud 
South Africans.

He reminded the audience that 
South Africans had contributed 
much to the world including the 
recent salvaging of the Costa 
Concordia off the Italian coast, 
which was project managed by 
one of our own.

“Be proud South Africans 
because we can and have 
accomplished a lot,” he says.

“The only reason you will be 
offered a job is because the 
company thinks you have 
something to offer them, so work 
hard.”

One graduate who has done 
himself and the institution proud 
is Godwishes Simbanegavi 
whose academic battles included 

a supervisor passing away and 
starting his research from fresh 
after years of work.

Against these odds he managed 
to pass his MTech in Information 
Technology cum laude and was 
given a special mention at the 
annual Informatics and Design 
official robing ceremony.
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SPRiNg SPLENDOuR
Almost 700 qualifications conferred at September graduation

LEGACY: Prof Mazwi-Tanga with the Vice-Chancellor Designate Dr Prins Nevhutalu and Chancellor Trevor Manuel

GATEWAY: Chancellor Trevor Manuel caps a graduate
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By  CANDES KEATING

Virtual Classroom
A group of lecturers
are revolutionising the 
face of education with 
the introduction of tablets 
and videos as teaching 
and learning devices.

Civil and Surveying lecturers 
Anton Thiart and Siddique Motala 
together with Architecture’s 
Yolanda Morkel are exploring 
how to use technology optimally 
in the classroom after securing 
funds from Fundani’s Teaching 
and Development Grant.

Recently, Morkel piloted a 
project using tablets and an app 
called “think tool” that poses 
questions about the design 
process to students.

Tasked with crafting a pop-up 
shop and a presentation in just 
a week, Morkel says students 
spent hours interacting with 
the app that got them thinking 
critically about their designs.

 “This app is like a live chat and 
gives them (unlimited) access 
to a virtual tutor. It’s like they are 
talking to me,” she says.

Morkel says the tablets are easily 
integrated into the classroom 
space, allows for interaction and 
gets students excited about the 
learning process.

SUPPORT

Meanwhile in Engineering, 
Motala’s students are using 
tablets to access Blackboard 
in class for online tests and 
are also watching videos that 

explain concepts through 
storytelling.

Thiart, who initiated this 
project, says the introduction 
of new technology is not about 
replacing lectures, but provides 
additional support to students.

“Technology is a powerful 
and versatile tool, and if used 
correctly by lecturers, it can have 
a positive impact on teaching 
and learning,” he says.

Thiart is building up a library of 
video lectures that are loaded 
onto a website which students 
can access.
“The nice thing about a video is 
that you can rewind it and you 
can watch it as many times as 

you want to,” he says.

Thiart urges lecturers from all 
departments to join the project.
Lecturers who are interested in 
the project can contact him at 
ThiartA@cput.ac.za

This year marked the 15th 
anniversary of the annual 
South African Conference 
on World Wide Web 
Applications.

The ZA W3 event is organised 
by CPUT’s Prof Pieter Van Brakel 
and is one of the most respected 
events on the IT calendar in the 
country.

The conference was inspired 
by the first international WWW 
conference organised by web 
pioneer Dr Robert Cailliau and 
Van Brakel himself presented at 
that conference in 1994.

Now years later Cailliau returned 
the favour by being the keynote 
speaker at the ZA W3 2013 
conference. The Belgium 
born engineer gave a spirited 
presentation where he charted 
the web’s progress and gave 
interesting insight into the behind 
the scenes logistics of launching 
it in the 1990’s.

Cailliau also didn’t hold back 
on some of the more negative 
elements he believes has 
corrupted the new age web, like 
feature rich applications no one 
needs and cloud computing.
“What the web was supposed to 
be and what the reality is, is quite 
different,” he remarked.

The conference also saw the 
return of a familiar face. Dean 
of Informatics and Design Prof 
Johannes Cronje presented a 
paper at the very first ZA W3 
conference and was challenged 
to revisit his old presentation 
and to use the technology of 
that time, an overhead projector, 
to do so.

His amusing address entitled ‘ 
Working, Worrying and Winning 
on the World Wide Web: 15 
years later’ was a reflective look 
of how the internet gradually 

became more of a tool in the 
classroom.

Coincidentally a few days earlier 
another father of the internet Dr 
Vint Cerf was also in the country 
to discuss the internet’s past 
present and future.

CPUT academic Melius 
Weideman, who attended both 
Cailliau and Vint’s lectures 
described the pioneers as 
visionary in terms of the 
developments they have been 
involved in.

By LAUREN KANSLEy
The Omega-Caro 
E Supplement took 
centre stage at the 
Palm Oil Seminar 
hosted by the 
Malaysian Palm Oil 
Council (MPOC).

The conference aspires to 
educate and create awareness 
among researchers, physicians 
and dieticians on the food and 
nutrition opportunities of palm 
oil.

This year’s event, held at the 
Table Bay Hotel, boasted an 
attendance of more than 200 
delegates from universities 
and organisations from across 
the globe.

While delegates had the 
opportunity to hear from 

internationally acclaimed 
researchers, it was CPUT’s 
Prof Spinney Benade and 
Dr Maretha Opperman 
who caught the audience’s 
attention with the unveiling 
of their innovative food 
supplement.

Available in capsule form, 
the supplement contains a 
combination of fish oil and a 
palm oil concentrate made up 
of 11 different carotenes and 
five different forms of vitamin 
E and has the ability to lower 
the risk of developing chronic 
ailments like heart disease.

CEO of the MPOC, Dr 
Kaylan Sundram lauded the 
researchers as pioneers in 
the palm oil research and 
development field.

He says research conducted 
by CPUT researchers have 
scientifically proven that 
palm oil has significant health 
benefits.

Earlier this year, the Cancer 
Association of South Africa 
endorsed the supplement 
after research carried out by 
their in-house doctor revealed 
it has a role to play in the fight 
against cancer.
 
During the first quarter of this 
year sales of the product have 
reached the R300 000 mark.

By CANDES KEATING 

KNOW-HOW: Anton Thiart, Siddique Motala and Yolanda Morkel are introducing 
new technology into their classrooms

MirAClE Oil

SPEAKERS: DVC Aacademic Prof Anthony Staak, Dr Robert Cailliau,
Dr David Raitt and Prof Johannes Cronje

Reflecting on the internet
Omega Caro-E lauded at seminar

TECHNOLOGY: Architecture students utilized a tablet as part of a design project

Web Pioneers

TRAILBLAZERS: CPUT’s Prof Spinney  
Benade and Dr Maretha Opperman 

were lauded a pioneers for their 
research on palm oil
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By  CANDES KEATINGBy ShERNé CLoETE

Blown Away
The development of 
the multi-million rand 
South African renewable 
Energy Training Centre 
(SArETEC) has received 
another major boost.

The German wind turbine 
manufacturer Nordex has 
donated a 2.5 Megawatt wind 
turbine nacelle, which will be 
used for training of technicians 
and staff needed to drive South 
Africa’s renewable energy sector. 

This much welcomed donation 
comes after the Department of 
Higher Education and Training 
earmarked R105 million for the 
construction and operations of 
the facility at the Scania Site on 
the Bellville Campus. 

“This is a very important piece of 
equipment and is worth millions,” 
says SARETEC Project Manager 
Howard Fawkes. 

The nacelle sits on top of the 
tower and contains the main 
technical parts of the wind 
turbine which is responsible for 
transforming the energy of the 
wind into electricity and with the 
hub, weighs close to 40 tons.

With no large wind turbine 
manufacturers based in South 
Africa, equipment needed to kit 
out the centre is currently being 
produced in Germany.

QUALiFicATiONS 

In-between shopping for 

equipment, Fawkes, Sommer 
and Sven Pietrangeli, together 
with Manfred Dutschke from 
GreenCape are concentrating 
their efforts on the huge task of 
developing accredited courses 
for Wind Turbine Technicians and 
Photovoltaic Technicians. 

 “We have done the ground 
work and are now in the process 
of developing the wind turbine 
technician qualification for South 
Africa. This qualification will be 
internationally recognised,” he 
says.

“A higher certificate in renewable 
energy technology is also in 
the process of registration with 
the South African Qualifications 
Authority.”

Fawkes says this is crucial for 
South Africa because no other 
institution offers registered and 
accredited training of this sort.

Earlier this year, SARETEC and 
GIZ delivered South Africa’s first 
11 qualified Wind Turbine Service 
Technicians through an interim 
training program in Germany.

Currently, eight individuals - 
six CPUT staff and two from 
Northlink College - are in 
Germany, learning how to train 
Wind Turbine and Photovoltaic 
Technicians.

These individuals will facilitate 
the training courses at the centre 
which will open its doors in 
January 2015.

Media Department Reflects

The first ever integrated 
presentation of Service 
learning projects 
involving all three 
courses in the Media 
Department was 
recently hosted.

Students in Journalism, Film 
and Video and Photography 
presented the material they 
produced for a variety of 
NGOs to an audience of 
students and staff at the 
Communication by Design 
presentation.

Head of the Media 
Department Prof Nirvana 
Bechan thanked the group 
for the hard work that went 
into creating the professional 
products which included 
public service announcements 
for TV and photo/journalism 
campaigns.

“These projects are not 
merely for a mark, when you 
leave here we want you to 
take what you’ve learned 
back into your communities,” 
she stressed. 

Some of the NGOs 
assisted by the Service 
Learning endeavour include 

KidsPositive an occupational 
therapy service offered to 
HIV positive children and the 
Peoples Dispensary for Sick 
Animals.

The work will be displayed 
again at the institutional 
Service Learning presentation 
on 16 October.

CPUT Connect

regular users of 
the MiS Portal, 
which houses all the 
University’s statistical 
information and 
official documentation, 
will have noticed 
significant changes.

The system has been 
upgraded and renamed 
“CPUT Connect”.
It has the same functionality 
as the MIS Portal but with 
enhanced features. 
 
CPUT Connect makes it 
possible for documents to 
be uploaded and published 
instantly and effortlessly.

The lack of a search 

capability when accessing 
University documents and 
forms has also been a source 
of frustration in the past.

This has been resolved 
with the implementation of 
a search function, allowing 
users to easily access the 
documents they need.

The system can also be 
integrated with mobile 
devices, permitting staff 
members to receive 
necessary information even 
when they are not on campus 
or near a PC.

CPUT Connect can be 
accessed using the link: 
https://connect.cput.ac.za.

Bread lovers’ taste buds 
were put to the test during 
a bread sensory evaluation 
hosted by Sasko at the 
Food Technology Plant.

With new government laws 
regulating salt content of food 
products, companies are now 
forced to re-work their recipes.
And to make sure their new 
recipes are a hit, Sasko roped in 
the assistance of CPUT staff and 
students, who had the opportunity 
to test some of their new bread 
ranges.

Carriem Isaacs from Sasko’s 
Research and Development Office 
says they face a difficult task as 
salt naturally enhances the taste of 
bread.

Isaacs says they are researching 
different elements that can replace 
part of the salt content in their 
products.

The company will host a range of 
sensory evaluations at CPUT during 
the next few months and would like 
staff members’ inputs. Notices for 
the upcoming events will be placed 
on Newsflash.

TAsTe 
sensATion

By LAUREN KANSLEy                                                                 PICTURE By BERTRAm mALGAS

registration period is 
one of the most crucial 
times in the CPUT 
calendar.

To make sure everything goes 
off without a hitch a Disaster 
Recovery Simulation Test was 
recently conducted to ensure 
all systems are in place to deal 
with a potential IT hitch.   

The CTS department 
successfully completed the 
test during the September 

academic vacation week 
and involved several 
business units including 
Student Administration, 
Infrastructure Development 
and Facilities, Marketing and 
Communication as well as the 
Education faculty and Finance 
departments. 

The full test results will be 
formally reported at the next 
Audit and Risk Committee of 
Council meeting scheduled to 
take place in October.

Be prepared

Boost for Wind Energy

MiS Portal undergoes upgrade

QUALIFIED: SARETEC and GIZ delivered South Africa’s first 11 qualified Wind 
Turbine Service Technicians through an interim training program in Germany

IMPRESSED: HOD Nirvana Bechan chats to Jared Borkum and Irvine Meyer

TASTY: A Food Technology student 
who participated in the bread 
sensory evaluation

USER FRIENDLY: The MIS Portal has been upgraded and renamed 
CPUT Connect
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Saying yes to small businesses

DESIGN DUO
By CANDES KEATING

By CANDES KEATING

By CANDES KEATING

CPUT has positioned 
itself as a key supporter 
and developer of small 
and medium enterprises 
in South Africa.

This was the consensus reached 
at CPUT’s inaugural Technology 
Innovation Agency (TIA) Forum.

The establishment of the 
forum comes just weeks after 
the institution was given the 
go-ahead by TIA to convert 
its Adaptronics Advanced 
Manufacturing Technology 
Laboratory (AMTL) into a fully 
operational technology station.

Thanks to this new addition, 
CPUT is now the only university 
in South Africa boasting three 
such facilities. The Technology 

Station in Clothing and Textiles 
(TSCT) and the Agrifood 
Technology Station has been in 
operation for several years and 
are household names in their 
respective sectors.

SUPPORT

Technology stations are highly 
regarded in the education sector 
and industry, says Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor: Research, 
Technology Innovation and 
Partnerships, Dr Chris Nhlapo.

“Some institutions are still 
battling to get a technology 
station, so we are very excited 
about this acquisition,” he says.

The TIA Adaptronics AMTL will 
be run by Prof Oscar Philander 

along with Operations Manager, 
Eugene Erfort and Technical 
Manager Mornay Riddles and 
will provide support for the 
engineering sector.

Nhlapo says they moved quickly 
to establish the forum that will 
provide a support network for 
the newly established facility and 
create a space for stakeholders 
to share best practices.

eXPeRTiSe

Erfort welcomed the creation 
of the forum and says it is the 
“knitting together” of expertise 
at the institution, while Director 
of TSCT, Shamiel Isaacs says 
the forum  will create a platform 
for the technology stations to 
explore inter-disciplinary projects 

that will stimulate innovation in 
industry.

Prof Shaun Pather, Head 
of Strategic Initiatives in the 
Office of the DVC, Research, 
Technology Innovation and 
Partnerships, who will provide 
these facilities with guidance 
through the forum, says 
technology stations are one 

of CPUT’s main instruments 
to promote research and its 
relevance to the real world.

“The great thing about this is that 
technology stations are linked to 
the world of work and industry. 
Their activities will allow us to 
foster stronger links between 
academia and industry,” says 
Pather.

Petrol heads
New recruits for Formula Student challenge

Building a racing car 
that is fast and sleek 
looking is not a task 
for the faint-hearted.

It’s a meticulous process 
that requires hard work, 
dedication and late nights 
in the workshop at the TIA 
Adaptronics Advanced 
Manufacturing Technology 
Laboratory (AMTL).

However, this reality has 
not fazed a group of BTech 
and MTech Mechanical 
Engineering students, who 
signed up to be part of 
CPUT’s second Formula 
Student team to compete 

in the 2014 challenge at 
Silverstone in the UK.

Last year was the first time 
our students participated 
in the challenge and were 
the first African team to 
complete all race stages. 
Overall, the team was 
ranked 65th out of 132 and 
came 27th out of 132 for 
the endurance stage of the 
event.

deSiGN

This year’s team is planning 
to improve on last year’s 
results and are already hard 
at work on the design of 

the car, a process which 
has seen them utilise 
state-of-the-art 3D-design 
programmes at the 
University’s Product Lifecycle 
Management Competency 
Centre (PLMCC).

Student Christopher Kent 
says that the design process 
has been intense and has 
seen the group go back to 
the drawing board a number 
of times.

 “It’s not just about doing 
one single design. We come 
up with a concept, work on 
it and if it doesn’t work then 
we just start from scratch 
again,” says Christopher.

Earlier this month, the 
team presented their first 
3D-sketch of the racing car 
for critique to Prof Stephane 
Bouye, Director of the 
PLMCC.

Bouye says an accurate 
3D-model design ensures 
an accurate manufacturing 
process, which is crucial 
to the team’s success at 
Sliverstone.

Director of the TIA 
Adaptronics AMTL, Prof 
Oscar Philander, says 
once the design is finalised 
the team will start the 
manufacturing process and 
if all goes well the racing car 
will take to the road early 
next year.

A world of affordable 
and accessible driving 
opportunities for disabled 
persons in South Africa is 
set to become a reality.

At the TIA Adaptronics Advanced 
Manufacturing Technology 
Laboratory (AMTL), postgraduate 
students are developing 
sophisticated technology that will 
enable vehicle adaptations for 
people with disabilities. 

The project was inspired by 
Nicky Abdinor, who runs Nicky’s 
Drive, a non-profit organisation 
which raises funds for vehicle 
adaptations in South Africa. 
Born without arms and with 
shortened legs, Abdinor drives a 
specially adapted vehicle that was 
developed in the UK. However, 
due to the high cost, adapted 
vehicles are not easily available in 
South Africa.

SiMULATOR

Earlier this year CPUT innovators, 
Professors Oscar Philander and 
Mugendi M’Rithaa designed 
a prototype vehicle simulator 
and now this concept is being 

developed further by students 
Gerhard Coetzee and Cyprian 
Onochie.

Gerhard says the idea behind the 
simulator is to aide the design of 
an adapted vehicle, by simulating 
the driving environment of people 
with disabilities and will also allow 
engineers to test vehicles in a 
controlled environment.

“This is the first time that we are 
doing something like this in Africa. 
If we can help Nicky, then we 
can help other people who are 
differently abled,” says Gerhard.

The students have had 
breakthroughs in the design of the 
electric power steering system and 
foot controller.

In Abdinor’s current car she cannot 
make use of the air conditioner 
and electric windows as these 
elements had to be removed in 
order to fit the hydraulic power 
steering systems, says Gerhard. 
But with a new integrated electric 
power steering system, Abdinor 
and other drivers can have access 
to secondary functions in their 
vehicles.

CPuT rolls out third Technology Station

TRAILBLAZER: The TIA Adaptronics AMTL launched CPUT’s first company - UAV-
SYSCo Pty Ltd that manufactures mini and micro unmanned aerial vehicle systems

INNOVATE:  Cyprian Onochie and Gerhard Coetzee from the TIA Adaptronics 
Advanced Manufacturing Technology Laboratory with the simulator.

FOCUSED: The group of Mechanical Engineering students who are 
building CPUT’s second Formula One racing car
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Food for thought

Looking baCk

By CANDES KEATING

By KwANELE BUTANA

By LAUREN KANSLEy

Being part of the 
critically acclaimed 
photographic exhibition 
Martyrs, Saints & Sell-
Outs has been a career 
jolt for photography 
lecturer, Zubeida Vallie.

She says the experience of 

exhibiting her body of work 
after 25 years has reminded 
her of what she loves about 
photography and helped refocus 
her own research.

Martyrs, Saints & Sell-Outs 
features the work of Vallie, Adil 
Bradlow and Bennie Gool, 

who documented apartheid 
era South Africa as young 
photographers during the 
1980s.

The exhibition was a year-
long process in the making 
and involved sifting through 
thousands of negatives in 
search of the final selection.

Initially the aim was to include 
Vallie’s work in UCT’s Centre 
for Curating the Archive but 
the body of work has been 
so enthusiastically received 
that it has been exhibited in 
Grahamstown and is currently 
on show at the Castle of Good 
Hope’s Good Hope Gallery until 
October 11.

Vallie says she was blown away 
by the support showered on her 
and the exhibit and plans on 
channelling the momentum into 
working on her own Masters 

research which investigates the 
social dynamic of resistance 
photographers.

“This exhibition has actually 
been a blessing in disguise 
because it has simplified the 
scope of my own research and 
focused my thinking,” she says.

“It also encouraged me to 
get going again and start 
photographing like I used to.”

The exhibit is a reflective look at 
some of the most recognisable 
faces of today and the decision 
on who, captured in these 
photographs, would ultimately 
become a Martyr, Saint or Sell-
Out is left to the audience to 
interpret. 

Vallie says the overwhelming 
feeling she gets from the exhibit 
is one of disappointment 
because these days’ people are 

complacent.

“If you look at the exhibit and 
think about the sacrifices people 
made, you can’t help feeling 
disappointed,” she says. 

With an injection of r70 
million over the past 
four years, the Erasmus 
Mundus is the most 
prominent staff capacity 
building venture CPUT 
has ever participated in.

Funded by the European 
Commission, the programme 
offers university staff members 
the opportunity to expand their 
horizons and complete their 
Master, Doctoral or short study 
programmes at a participating 
European University.

With a new cohort of staff set to 
jet off this month to Europe, the 
International Affairs Office with 
the support of the Office of the 
DVC : Research, Technology 
Innovation and Partnerships, 
will undertake an in-depth 
investigation of the programme.
 
“We want to locate what we are 

doing in a research investigation,” 
says Merle Hodges, Director of 
the International Affairs Office.

This ambitious project will explore 
the impact Erasmus Mundus 
has had on CPUT scholars 
and the institution and will also 
incorporate a comparative study 
with Stellenbosch and Fort Hare 
Universities, who are participating 
in the programme as well.

During the next three months, 
the team at the International 
Office will be assisted by visiting 
academic, Prof Lorenz Braun, 
from Nurtingen – Gurlingen 
University in Germany. 

Prof Lorenz Braun is a renowned 
statistician who has interpreted 
research data for top companies 
such as Bosch and Mercedes 
Benz and will be responsible 
for setting up surveys and data 
interpretation.

Unpacking Erasmus

School tour sparks interest

Photo exhibit remembers apartheid SA

INSPIRED: Zubeida Vallie

COLLABORATE: Director of the International Affairs Merle Hodges and visiting 
Prof Lorenz Braun from Nurtingen – Gurlingen University in Germany

DARK DAYS: One of Vallie’s images captured at a protest at Strand beach

learners from Sun 
Valley Primary 
School were recently 
introduced to the 
programmes offered 
by the departments 
of Food Technology, 
Horticultural Sciences 
and Mechanical 
Engineering.

Learners toured the 
laboratories of these 
departments and were treated 
to presentations by staff who 
gave them the opportunity 
to interact with the high tech 
apparatus. 

Owen Wilson, from the Food 
Technology Department took 
the learners to the Microbiology 
Laboratory as well as to the 
Dairy and explained each 
section in detail.

Timothy Jasson, from the 
Horticultural Sciences 
Department, took the learners 
to the Greenhouse and the 
Nursery where he taught 
them about the names of the 
plants and the climatological 
conditions under which they 
grow. 

And Vuyani Moni, from the 

Mechanical Engineering 
Department, showed the 
learners cars which were 

designed by the students, 
including an incubator. 

He then took them on a guided 
tour to the various laboratories 
in the department.

FOOD PROCESSING: Lab Technician Owen Wilson explains 
to the learners how the equipment in the Food Technology 
Department’s Dairy works.

HANDS-ON:  Grade 6 learners from Sun Valley Primary School 
use a microscope to observe yeast particles

HANDS-ON:  Grade 6 learners from Sun Valley Primary School 
use a microscope to observe yeast particles
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lOnG SErViCE AWArDS CELEBRATION

Those honoured at the 
annual long Service 
awards have collectively 
worked an impressive 
2745 years for CPUT.

The group was celebrated 
at a luncheon at the Bellville 
campus and commended for 
their loyalty, commitment and 
dedication to their work.

Certificates for 10, 15, 20, 25, 
30 and 35 years were handed 
out and Deputy Vice Chancellor: 
Academic Prof Anthony Staak 
congratulated the group on 
helping mould CPUT into the 
proud institution it is.

“It is your collective effort that 
has helped see thousands of 

students graduate and you were 
here during the merger and 
contributed towards making 
that transition stable,” he says.

“You stalwarts have helped 
build this institution and I hope 
you have achieved your own 
personal and professional 
goals.” 

Staak then reflected on the 
growing trend of people job-
hopping and thanked the staff 
members for their loyalty to the 
institution.

“For many of the youth it is not 
even on their radar to stay for 
a long time. We hope you will 
remain with us for many more 
years,” he says.

The Human resource 
Department’s learning 
and Development 
Unit has rolled out a 
Service Care Training 
programme for all CPUT 
staff members.

The programme is the first 
of its kind at CPUT and will 
be running continuously from 
September 2013 until June 
2014. 

The first intake of the course 
is frontline staff members from 
academic departments across 
the various campuses.

Shahieda Hendricks, 
Manager for HR-Learning and 
Development says the initiative 
is aimed at positioning CPUT 
as the best institution in terms 
of service delivery.

“We are geared not only to 
making a change within staff 
members themselves, but also 
to make a change within CPUT 
as an institution,” she says.

The emphasis of the training 
programme is on ensuring that 
staff take pride in their work 
and provide a first-class service 
to students, the public and 
other individuals they deal with 
on a daily basis.

The training programme 
consists of a series of modules 
like Culture and Change 
Transformation at CPUT, 
Interpersonal skills, Grooming, 
Emotional Intelligence and 
Administering Service Care.  
Luclaire Airey, Director of 
Quality Management, who is 
playing a key role in the roll-out 
of the programme, says this 

is an important institutional 
initiative to bring about 
collective change. 

For more information on 
the programme, contact 
Shahieda Bebe Hendricks at 
(021) 959-6919 or via email 
on hendrickssh@cput.ac.za.

REAPING 
BENEFITS
Spending 30 years 
at CPUT has paid 
triple dividends for 
Magdalena Anther.

Her dedication to the 
institution saw all three of her 
children sponsored for their 
tertiary studies in Chemical 
Engineering, Marketing and 
HR Development.
 
After accepting her long 
service award the 59-year-
old Anther praised CPUT 
for everything it helped her 
achieve over the years.

“I am very grateful to the 
institution for the stability and 
the opportunities given to my 
children,” she says. 

“I have achieved a lot, paid off 
a house and raised my kids 
thanks to CPUT.”

Anther started work as a 
cleaner in one of the hostels at 
the age of 28 and now works 
as a lab assistant.

receiving her long 
service award also 
marked the end of 
an era for nicolene 
Andipatin.

Most will know her as an 
integral part of the procurement 
team but after 25-years at 
the institution she bid her 
colleagues a final farewell. 

Andipatin started work as a 
secretary in the maintenance 
department and her hard work 
saw her diligently move up the 
ranks.

At her farewell celebration she 
was likened to the famous 
sprinter Usain Bolt for her drive 
and the massive shoes she 
leaves behind for someone else 
to fill.

TOT SIENS

STALWARTS: These staffers have been with the institution for 30 years

FRIENDSHIP: These two CPUT 
staffers are lifelong friends

ADVANTAGES: Magdalena Anther 

By LAUREN KANSLEy

FRIENDS FOREVER
CPUT has helped sustain 
a friendship spanning 
almost 6 decades.

Head of International Affairs 
Merle Hodges and Richard 
Sacco houseparent Queenie 
Samuels were childhood friends 
while growing up in De Nova 
close to Stellenbosch.

Both attended the farm school 
Lawrencia Primary, where 
Hodges’ father taught.

The pair recalled their childhood 
memories after Samuels was 
awarded a Long Service award 
for her 30 years at CPUT.

“We were close friends as 
children, we were in classes 
together for many years,” 
Hodges recalls with a smile.
Years later the pair were 
reunited on Hodges’ first day 
of work, at the then Peninsula 
Technikon in 1992.

“Queenie really helped me 
settle in and welcomed me in a 
special way,” says Hodges.

The friendship persevered as 
both women moved up the 
ranks at the institution and 
is sure to endure well past 
Samuels’ retirement in two 
years’ time.

Decades long bond

GOODBYE: Nicolene Andipatin 
leaves after 25 years

By ShERNé CLoETE

CHANGE: Luclaire Airey, Director of Quality Management reflected on quality 
issues during the first Service Care Training programme session

Service Savvy
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VICTOR: Cape Times reporter Xolani Koyana has won a 
coveted journalism award

He only graduated one 
year ago but this CPUT 
alumnus is already a 
force to be reckoned 
with.

Cape Times reporter Xolani 
Koyana, 23, is a finalist in the 
Editor’s Choice section of the 
coveted Vodacom Journalist of 
the Year Award.  

Koyana, who graduated with 
a diploma in Journalism from 

CPUT, says he is excited
about the achievement and 
nervous at the same time as he 
did not expect any recognition 
for his work so early in his 
career. 

“Some people work for a long 
time before they win awards,” 
he observes.

A selection of his stories, 
mainly about farming issues in 
the Western Cape, caught the 

judge’s attention and he was 
flown to Johannesburg for a 
panel interview.

 “I was really nervous at the 
beginning but five minutes into 
the interview I enjoyed reflecting 
on my work as it gave me an 
opportunity to learn more about 
myself,” he says. 

The national awards ceremony 
will take place in Johannesburg 
in November.

Madiba Magic
This second year 
Graphic Design 
Student’s work has just 
won a coveted spot in 
an international roving 
art exhibition.

The Mandela Poster Project 
invited students from around 
the world to commemorate the 
life of the former statesman in 
a poster.

And Jacqui Morris, 24, was 
one of just 18 winners from 
South Africa to make the 
grade.

Her colourful work features a 
rendering of Mandela’s face 
made out of hundreds of tiny 
origami birds. 

“I chose primary colours so 
that when they blend into 
one another it forms another 
colour and that symbolizes the 
multicultural South Africa,” she 
explains.

“I also chose a bird because it 
symbolizes freedom and more 

importantly the freedom of
our nation.”

The artwork was on
display at the Open Design 

Cape Town exhibition in
August and will also be 
enlarged and put on display
in the Cape Town campus 
library.

A one week benchmarking 
and teambuilding trip to 
Polytechnic of namibia 
has yielded more results 
than expected for the 
SrC.

CPUT has always enjoyed a 
working relationship with the 
institution and the visit aimed to 
build on existing alliances and 
grow additional ones.

Student Affairs’ Bernard Sebake 

says it was important to expand 
the SRC member’s horizons 
beyond South Africa’s borders 
so that they could see another 
governance models at work.

“We wanted to experience 
another culture and benchmark 
our own best practices against 
theirs so that we can improve 
and extend our abilities,” he says.

Sebake says the visit to 
Windhoek was eye opening for 

both sides.

“We were very surprised to find 
the challenges they face in their 
funding, they have no idea what 
their budget is for the year so 
that negatively impacts their 
output,” he says.

“On our side we were impressed 
by the efforts they made for 
cultural diversity and how well 
attended those events always 
are.”

SRC head to Namibia

Following its successful 
debut at this years’ 
national Arts Festival
in Grahamstown, the 
CPUT Performing Arts 
Group entertained a 
home crowd with its 
funny and poignant 
drama production.

If I knew sent the audience into 
hysterics at the Bellville Campus 

with its 14-member cast’s 
depiction of student life at CPUT 
and off campus.
 
The play, makes use of English 
and IsiXhosa, is about a boy 
who was brought up in an 
affluent family.

After passing matric the boy 
persuades his friends to leave 
Johannesburg, his birthplace, for 
Cape Town where they register 
at CPUT. Without his mother’s 
guidance and protection, the 
boy becomes vulnerable and 
succumbs to peer pressure.

Directed by Monwabisi Marinana 
and written by the cast, the 
storyline is based on real 
experiences of students who 
fail to adapt to their newfound 
independence.

“We want students to
learn from the play about
how to exercise their 
independence responsibly and 
keep their parents’ teachings 
even when they are not
around to enforce them,”
says Monwabisi.

CAmPuS DRAmA
Life at CPuT highlighted

CPuT student clinches top graphic Design prize

graduate bags journalism award
By KwANELE BUTANA

By KwANELE BUTANA

By LAUREN KANSLEy

By LAUREN KANSLEy

ACTION: Scenes from the drama 
production- If I knew GIFTED: Jacqui Morris scored a top Graphic Design prize

KNOWLEDGE SHARE: The SRC in Namibia
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Mini Olympics gets students going

Teams’ eye championship title

CPUT BULLETIN DISCLAIMER
This publication is produced by 
the Communications Office of 
the Cape Peninsula University 
of Technology. 

If your department does not 
receive copies of the CPUT 
Bulletin, please inform us by 
sending a request to 
news@cput.ac.za

The Communications Office 
strives to deliver accurate 
reporting and interesting 
stories, but cannot take 
responsibility for inaccurate 
information supplied to us by 
your department. We hope 
you enjoy the read and look 
forward to seeing stories from 
your department next month.

Bellville Campus was 
abuzz during the 
September break when 
the annual Mini Olympics 
took place between all 
CPUT residences.

Each day, students were bussed 
in from the various residences, 
to compete in a variety of events 
like netball, soccer and rugby.

The event is aimed at boosting 
inter-residence rivalry and 
keeping students active during 
the dull school break.

CPUT Cape Town campus were 
the dominant champions in the 
netball matches but this year the 
Bellville soccer teams were a 
force to be reckoned with thanks 
to CPUT Bellville now having its 
own residence soccer league. 

Even so, the final soccer match 

saw Bellville’s MGR 2 residence 
coming second to Cape Town’s 
Southern Burgh with a score of 
3-1. 

Cape Town also pipped Bellville 
in the rugby stakes when they 
won 14 to 13 in a nail-biting 
finish.
 
Mxolisi Ngcwabe from Student 
Residences Administration 
says he was ecstatic about the 
support shown.

“Although the weather was cold, 
there was always a crowd who 
came to cheer and support,” he 
says.

“We want to expand the next 
Mini Olympics’ to include other 
sporting codes such as volleyball, 
basketball, handball and indoor 
events and also bring the 
Wellington campus on board.”

CPUT is dominating 
the Western Province 
Basketball Association 
(WPBA) league after 
both our men and 
women teams advanced 
to the final competition 
of the season.

The men’s team will face 
the accomplished CPUT 
Alumni team in the finals, 
after eliminating the league’s 
defending champions Montana 
Vikings, while CPUT’s women 
team will come up against 
Lethal Ladies, a newcomer to 
the WPBA League.

“Both our teams are en route 
to conquer the province as 

champions,” says assistant 
coach, Matome Mokoena.

This year the teams worked 
exceptionally hard at their game 
and their efforts paid off, both 
on a local and national level.

The women’s team was ranked 
the second best university 
basketball team in the country, 
after their counterparts from 
Vaal University of Technology, 
and also remained unbeaten in 
the WPBA League. 

LeAGUe

Our men’s team was ranked 
the third in the country and six 
of the players were handpicked 

to participate in the trials for the 
team to represent the Western 
Cape in the newly formed 
Basketball National League 
(BNL).

Launched by Minister of Sports 
Fikile Mbalula earlier this year, 
the BNL will see franchise 
teams from each province 
participate in the league 
which will run annually from 
September to December.

The BNL has been modeled on 
the highly successful NBA and 
Euro league and is aimed at 
developing the game in South 
Africa and creating career 
opportunities for professional 
players.

Basketball PlayoffsShining stars
Bellville residences 
recently squared up 
against each other in a 
sport competition.

Anglo Residence and Freedom 
Square 1 won the first prizes for 
netball and soccer respectively 
in the event organized by the 
Bellville Local SRC.

The four-day tournament saw 
six residences battling it out in 

the netball section, while 11 
residences participated in the 
soccer section.

In the final netball match, Anglo 
Residence beat Sirocco Village to 
lift the Gold Trophy. 

Prizes were also handed out to 
the tournament’s top goal scorer 
and the player of the tournament.
Meanwhile Freedom Square 1 
soccer team beat Sirocco Village 
to lift the coveted Gold Trophy. 

Local SRC member responsible 
for Sports, Arts and Culture 
Menzeleli Mamanen says the 
talented sports people should 
now move up the ranks to inter-
varsity tournements. 

“When it comes to soccer and 
net ball we are sorted, we only 
need to secure a place in varsity 
tournaments and continue with 
the talent we have,” he says.

GAME ON

EYE ON THE BALL: The EWR netball team from Cape Town campus are ready for action

HOOPS: The Cats female team has secured a spot in the Western Province Basketball Association (WPBA) League finals

TOURNAMENT:  Residences on 
Bellville Campus went toe-to-toe 
during a recent sport tournament


